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Backpage in the Minneapolis–Saint Paul Area: A Comprehensive Guide

When you think of online classifieds, the first names that often come to mind are Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace, 

and eBay Classifieds. Yet, for many residents of the Minneapolis–Saint Paul metropolitan area—commonly referred 

to as the MPLS region—another platform has played a significant role in connecting buyers, sellers, and service 

providers: Backpage. This article explores the history, legal journey, community impact, and practical use of 

Backpage in the MPLSarea. Whether you’re a seasoned user, a curious newcomer, or simply looking for a deeper

understanding of how this platform shaped local commerce, you’ll find valuable insights here.

1. The Birth of Backpage and Its Early Days in MPLS

Backpage was launched in 1997 by the founders of Craigslist, with a mission to create a more user-friendly, ad-

centric website. While Craigslist quickly became the go-to for classifieds, Backpage differentiated itself by offering a 

broader range of categories, including job postings, community events, and adult services—an approach that 

resonated with many in the MPLS community.

Within its first few years, Backpage gained traction in Minneapolis and Saint Paul due to its extensive local listings.

Users found it easier to browse for furniture, appliances, and even local gigs, all within a single interface. The

platform’s intuitive design and minimal advertising made it a popular choice for residents who preferred a

straightforward classifieds experience.

Key Features That Attracted MPLS Users

•  Localized Search: Backpage’s search filters allowed users to narrow results by city, zip code, or 

neighborhood, making it especially useful for Minneapolis and Saint Paul residents.

•  Community Boards: Local forums and discussion boards gave users a space to discuss neighborhood events, 

housing tips, and city news.

•  Mobile Compatibility: As smartphones became ubiquitous, Backpage’s mobile-friendly design ensured that 

users could post and browse on the go.

2. Legal Challenges and the Decline of Backpage

While Backpage’s popularity grew, the platform also attracted scrutiny from law enforcement and policymakers. In

2013, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) launched a nationwide investigation into online marketplaces that

facilitated illegal activities, particularly sex trafficking. Backpage, due to its adult services section, became a focal

point of these investigations.

The legal pressure culminated in a 2018 indictment that led to the arrest of the company’s founders. The DOJ’s 

action was part of a broader crackdown on online platforms that were seen as enabling criminal behavior. As a 

result, Backpage’s operations were severely restricted, and the platform was eventually shut down for most users in 

the United States, including those in the MPLS region.

For many residents of Minneapolis and Saint Paul, this abrupt closure meant losing a reliable local classifieds

resource. However, the impact extended beyond the loss of a website—it also sparked conversations about online



safety, community accountability, and the future of digital marketplaces.

What Happened to Backpage Listings in MPLS?

•  Immediate Removal: All active listings were deleted from the platform, leaving users without a record of their 

previous posts.

•  Legal Notices: The DOJ issued warnings to users who had posted illegal content, emphasizing the 

seriousness of the crackdown.

•  Community Response: Local classifieds communities rallied to find alternatives that could fill the void left by 

Backpage.

3. The Impact on the Minneapolis–Saint Paul Community

Backpage’s presence in the MPLSarea had a multifaceted impact on the local economy and social fabric. Below

we examine the positive contributions, the concerns raised, and the lasting legacy of the platform.

Positive Contributions

•  Economic Connectivity: Small businesses and individual sellers could reach a broader audience, boosting 

local commerce.

•  Job Opportunities: The job section helped many residents find part-time or freelance work, especially in the 

service and retail sectors.

•  Community Engagement: Local events, volunteer opportunities, and neighborhood discussions were easily 

promoted through Backpage’s community boards.

Concerns and Challenges

•  Safety Risks: The adult services section raised concerns about potential exploitation and unsafe transactions.

•  Legal Compliance: Some users inadvertently posted illegal content, leading to legal repercussions.

•  Trust Issues: The platform’s open nature made it difficult to verify the authenticity of sellers and buyers.

4. How Residents of MPLS Can Navigate Online Classifieds Safely

With Backpage no longer available, residents of Minneapolis and Saint Paul have turned to alternative platforms.

However, the lessons learned from Backpage’s rise and fall remain relevant. Below are practical steps to ensure

safe and effective use of online classifieds.

Choosing a Reliable Platform

•  Reputation: Opt for well-known sites like Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace, or local community apps that have 

established safety protocols.

•  Security Features: Look for platforms that offer secure payment options and user verification.

•  Community Guidelines: Familiarize yourself with the site’s rules to avoid posting or engaging in prohibited 

content.

Posting and Purchasing Safely

•  Verify Identity: Whenever possible, confirm the identity of the buyer or seller through video calls or in-person 

meetings.

•  Use Secure Payment Methods: Avoid cash transfers or direct bank transfers; instead, use escrow services or 

payment platforms with buyer protection.

•  Meet in Public Places: For high-value items, arrange to meet in well-lit, populated areas such as coffee shops 

or police stations.

Reporting Suspicious Activity



•  Use Built-in Reporting Tools: Most classified platforms provide options to flag suspicious or illegal listings.

•  Contact Local Authorities: If you suspect criminal activity, report it to the Minneapolis Police Department or 

Saint Paul Police Department.

•  Stay Informed: Keep up with local news and community forums to learn about known scams or fraudulent 

listings.

5. Alternatives to Backpage for the MPLS Community

Although Backpage is no longer operational, several platforms now serve the Minneapolis–Saint Paul area’s

classifieds needs. Below we review the most popular alternatives and their unique features.

Craigslist Minneapolis & Saint Paul

Craigslist remains a staple for local classifieds. It offers categories ranging from housing and jobs to for sale and

services. While it lacks the advanced search filters of some newer platforms, its simplicity and widespread use

make it a reliable choice.

Facebook Marketplace

With the integration of Facebook’s social network, Marketplace provides a more personalized experience. Users

can see mutual friends, read reviews, and communicate via Messenger, adding an extra layer of trust.

Nextdoor

Nextdoor is a neighborhood-focused app that allows residents to buy, sell, and trade items within their local

community. Its emphasis on community verification helps reduce the risk of scams.

OfferUp and Letgo (Now OfferUp)

These mobile-first platforms specialize in local buying and selling. OfferUp offers a user-friendly interface, secure

payment options, and in-app messaging, making it a convenient alternative for quick transactions.

Local Community Forums and Bulletin Boards

Many Minneapolis and Saint Paul neighborhoods maintain their own online forums or physical bulletin boards

where residents can post listings and community notices. These grassroots options foster a sense of local

engagement.

6. The Future of Online Classifieds in the Minneapolis–Saint Paul Region

The closure of Backpage has prompted a reevaluation of how residents engage with online marketplaces. Several 

trends are shaping the future of classifieds in the MPLS area.

1. Increased Emphasis on Safety and Verification

Users are demanding stronger verification processes, including identity checks and seller ratings. Platforms that

can demonstrate robust safety measures are likely to gain trust.

2. Integration of AI and Machine Learning

Artificial intelligence is being used to detect suspicious listings and flag potential fraud. This technology helps

maintain cleaner marketplaces and protect users.

3. Rise of Community-Driven Platforms

Apps like Nextdoor show that local, community-focused classifieds can thrive. Residents prefer platforms that

prioritize neighborhood connections over purely commercial transactions.



4. Regulatory Scrutiny and Compliance

Following the Backpage crackdown, lawmakers are implementing stricter regulations for online marketplaces.

Future platforms will need to adhere to compliance standards that protect both users and the platform’s integrity.

7. How to Keep Your Listings Safe in the Post-Backpage Era

Whether you’re selling a vintage sofa or offering a tutoring service, following best practices can help you protect

yourself and your transactions.

Use Clear, High-Quality Photos

Photos help establish credibility. Avoid blurry images and include multiple angles to showcase the item’s condition.

Provide Accurate Descriptions

Honesty reduces disputes. Include dimensions, usage history, and any defects to set realistic expectations.

Set Reasonable Pricing

Research similar listings in the Minneapolis–Saint Paul area to price competitively. Overpricing can deter buyers,

while underpricing may raise suspicions.

Maintain Open Communication

Respond promptly to inquiries and be transparent about availability and shipping options.

Document All Transactions

Keep records of conversations, payment receipts, and delivery confirmations. This documentation can be

invaluable in case of disputes.

8. Conclusion: Lessons Learned and Looking Forward

The story of Backpage in the MPLSregion is a cautionary tale about the power and peril of online classifieds.

While Backpage offered a convenient platform for buying, selling, and connecting, its legacy also highlights the

importance of safety, legality, and community trust. As residents of Minneapolis and Saint Paul navigate the

evolving landscape of digital marketplaces, the lessons from Backpage’s rise and fall serve as a guiding framework.

By choosing reputable platforms, adopting best practices for safety, and staying informed about local regulations,

you can continue to benefit from the convenience of online classifieds while protecting yourself and your

community. The future of local commerce in the Minneapolis–Saint Paul area is bright, provided we all play our part

in fostering a secure, trustworthy digital marketplace.
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