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Applied Process Design for Chemical and Petrochemical Plants – Volume /2, 
Third Edition: A Comprehensive Guide

Designing a chemical or petrochemical plant is an intricate dance between science, engineering, economics, and 

safety. The third edition of Applied Process Design for Chemical and Petrochemical Plants, Volume /2has become

the go-to reference for professionals who need a practical, data �rich, and up �to �date resource. This article explores

why this volume stands out, how it builds on the first part of the series, and the key lessons that engineers,

designers, and managers can extract from its pages. Whether you’re new to process design or an experienced

practitioner seeking fresh insights, this guide will help you navigate the complexities of modern plant development.

Why Focus on Volume /2?

The first volume of the series lays the groundwork by introducing fundamental concepts, process fundamentals, 

and core design principles. Volume /2, however, dives deeper into the application of those fundamentalsto

real �world projects. It expands on equipment selection, thermodynamic modeling, process flow diagram (PFD)

creation, and the integration of safety and environmental considerations. The third edition reflects the latest industry

trends, updated codes, and contemporary case studies, making it an indispensable tool for plant design teams.

Core Themes Covered in the Third Edition

•  Process Integration – Optimizing energy use, heat recovery, and material balances.

•  Advanced Thermodynamics – Incorporating modern equations of state and property databases.

•  Equipment Design & Selection – From reactors to heat exchangers, pumps, and distillation columns.

•  Safety and Risk Management – Hazard Identification, HAZOP studies, and compliance with OSHA and API.

•  Economic Evaluation – Capital cost estimation, operating cost analysis, and life �cycle assessment.

•  Case Studies – Real plant designs illustrating the application of theory to practice.

Chapter Highlights

This chapter guides readers through the creation of clear, concise PFDs that communicate the plant’s intent to

stakeholders. It covers:

•  Symbol conventions and standards (ANSI, ISA).

•  Stream data definition and labeling.

•  Integration of process units and control loops.

•  Use of software tools such as Aspen HYSYS and CHEMCAD.

Accurate property data is the backbone of any process simulation. The authors introduce:

•  Modern equations of state (Peng–Robinson, Soave �Redlich–Kwong).

•  Activity coefficient models for liquid mixtures.

•  Software integration for property calculation.

From batch to continuous systems, this section covers:



•  Reaction kinetics and mechanisms.

•  Heat transfer considerations.

•  Scale �up techniques and pilot �plant data.

Distillation, absorption, extraction, and membrane separation are examined in depth. Topics include:

•  Column design parameters (tray number, reflux ratio).

•  Pressure �Swing Adsorption (PSA) and membrane modules.

•  Energy optimization strategies.

Efficient heat integration can drastically reduce operating costs. This chapter discusses:

•  Design of shell �and �tube and plate exchangers.

•  Use of pinch analysis and thermodynamic optimization.

•  Material selection and corrosion control.

Safety is non �negotiable. The authors cover:

•  Hazard Identification (HAZOP), Failure Mode and Effects Analysis (FMEA).

•  Process Safety Management (PSM) frameworks.

•  Environmental impact assessment and regulatory compliance.

Understanding the financial implications is crucial. Topics include:

•  Capital cost estimation techniques (e.g., cost correlations, learning curves).

•  Operating cost breakdown (utilities, labor, maintenance).

•  Return on investment (ROI) and net present value (NPV) calculations.

Real �world examples illustrate the application of the concepts covered. Each case study walks readers through the

design process from conceptualization to detailed engineering, highlighting challenges and solutions.

Applying Volume /2 in Your Design Workflow

To fully benefit from the book, integrate its methodology into your design cycle:

1.  Conceptual Design – Use the PFD framework to outline process streams and major units.

2.  Preliminary Engineering – Apply thermodynamic models to estimate material and energy balances.

3.  Detailed Engineering – Select equipment sizes, materials, and safety systems as per the guidelines.

4.  Economic Evaluation – Run cost models to assess feasibility.

5.  Risk Assessment – Conduct HAZOP and FMEA to ensure compliance and safety.

6.  Implementation and Commissioning – Translate designs into construction drawings and operational protocols.

Key Takeaways for Engineers and Managers

•  Volume /2 bridges theory and practice, providing a step �by �step approach to plant design.

•  Updated codes and software references keep the design process aligned with industry standards.

•  The emphasis on safety and environmental stewardship reflects the growing regulatory landscape.

•  Case studies reinforce learning by showing how challenges are overcome in real projects.

•  The book’s modular structure allows readers to focus on specific areas of interest without wading through 

unrelated content.

How the Third Edition Stands Out

Compared to earlier editions, the third version offers:

•  Revised content reflecting new API standards and ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) requirements.

•  Expanded coverage of digital tools, such as Process Simulation, Digital Twins, and AI �driven optimization.



•  Enhanced diagrams and tables that improve readability and usability.

•  More extensive case studies from emerging markets and renewable feedstocks.

Integrating Digital Tools with Volume /2 Principles

Modern plant design increasingly relies on digital technologies. The third edition’s chapters on thermodynamics and

equipment design dovetail with simulation platforms like Aspen HYSYS, CHEMCAD, and Aspen Plus. By combining

these tools with the book’s best �practice guidelines, designers can:

•  Perform sensitivity analyses to identify critical parameters.

•  Validate design decisions through simulation and optimization.

•  Document designs in a reproducible, audit �ready format.

Practical Tips for Using the Book Effectively

•  Start with the index to identify chapters relevant to your current project.

•  Leverage the reference tables for quick property lookup and cost correlations.

•  Use the appendices for code references and standard operating procedures.

•  Apply the step �by �step checklists to ensure nothing is overlooked.

•  Cross �reference the case studies with your project to spot analogous challenges.

Conclusion

The third edition of Applied Process Design for Chemical and Petrochemical Plants, Volume /2is more than a

textbook; it’s a practical playbook that guides engineers through the entire design journey. By marrying rigorous

scientific principles with industry �tested practices, the book equips readers to deliver safe, efficient, and

economically viable plants. Whether you’re tackling a new project or refining an existing design, this volume

provides the knowledge, tools, and confidence you need to succeed in today’s competitive chemical engineering

landscape.
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