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Introduction

In the oil and gas sector, the safety, reliability, and performance of storage tanks are paramount. Whether you’re a 

design engineer, project manager, or quality assurance professional, understanding the API Standard 602 

American Petroleum Institute(API 602) is essential for ensuring that your tanks meet industry �accepted

benchmarks. This comprehensive guide demystifies API 602, exploring its history, scope, key requirements, and

practical implementation steps. By the end of this article, you’ll know why adherence to API 602 is not just a

regulatory checkbox but a strategic advantage that protects assets, reduces downtime, and enhances operational

efficiency.

What Is API Standard 602?

API 602, officially titled “Design and Construction of Oil Storage Tanks,” is a voluntary standard published by the

American Petroleum Institute. It provides detailed guidance on the design, materials, fabrication, inspection, testing,

and documentation of above �ground and underground oil storage tanks. Unlike mandatory codes such as the

American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, API 602 is a best �practice

framework that many operators voluntarily adopt to align with global safety expectations.

History of API Standards

The American Petroleum Institute has been issuing industry standards since the early 1900s. The first API

standard for storage tanks, API 650, was released in 1955 to address the growing need for high �quality,

large �capacity storage solutions. Over the decades, API 650 evolved to accommodate advances in metallurgy,

welding techniques, and corrosion �control strategies. API 602 emerged in the late 1990s as a companion document,

focusing on the detailed design and construction aspects that complement the broader scope of API 650. Together,

they form a cohesive framework that covers everything from initial design to final inspection.

Scope of API 602

API 602 is specifically targeted at the design and construction of oil storage tanks. Its scope covers:

•  Design criteria and load calculations for both above �ground and underground tanks.

•  Material selection, including steel grades, coatings, and weld specifications.

•  Construction methods, detailing, and fabrication tolerances.

•  Inspection, testing, and commissioning procedures to verify compliance.

•  Documentation requirements for traceability and audit purposes.

While API 602 does not prescribe regulatory compliance for local jurisdictions, many regions adopt it as a

benchmark for permitting and certification.

Applicability

API 602 applies to:

•  Above �ground tanks of any shape (cylindrical, rectangular, spherical).

•  Underground tanks, including those buried in soil or rock.



•  Tanks used for crude oil, refined products, or other petroleum liquids.

•  All components that contribute to the structural integrity of the tank, such as walls, roofs, and supports.

Key Components

Understanding the main sections of API 602 will help you navigate the standard efficiently:

1.  Definitions and terminology.

2.  Design requirements and load calculations.

3.  Material and fabrication specifications.

4.  Inspection, testing, and quality control.

5.  Documentation, records, and traceability.

Detailed Breakdown of API 602

Section 1: Definitions

This section clarifies essential terms such as “tank,” “wall,” “roof,” “coating,” and “load.” Accurate interpretation of

these terms ensures consistent application of the standard across all project phases.

Section 2: Requirements for Design

Design engineers must consider a range of loads:

•  Static pressure from the stored product.

•  Dynamic loads due to temperature changes and product movement.

•  Environmental loads, including wind, seismic activity, and snow.

•  Special conditions such as chemical exposure or high �temperature service.

API 602 provides equations and tables for calculating these loads, ensuring that the tank’s structural design can

withstand real �world operating conditions.

Section 3: Materials and Construction

Material selection is critical for longevity and safety. API 602 recommends:

•  Carbon steel grades with specified yield strengths.

•  Coating systems to mitigate corrosion, such as epoxy or polyurethane.

•  Weld quality requirements, including pre �and post �weld heat treatment.

•  Fabrication tolerances that account for thermal expansion and shrinkage.

Section 4: Testing and Inspection

Quality assurance is enforced through a series of tests:

1.  Visual inspections of welds and coatings.

2.  Pressure testing of the tank’s shell to verify structural integrity.

3.  Non �destructive testing (NDT) methods such as ultrasonic or magnetic particle inspection.

4.  Documentation of test results in compliance with API 602 record �keeping guidelines.

Section 5: Documentation and Records

Maintaining robust records is essential for regulatory compliance and future audits. API 602 requires:

•  Design drawings with detailed dimensions and material specifications.

•  Fabrication records, including welding procedures and quality control reports.

•  Inspection and test reports.

•  Final acceptance certificates and commissioning documentation.



How to Implement API 602 in Projects

Step 1: Preliminary Planning

Begin by defining project objectives, regulatory requirements, and stakeholder expectations. Conduct a site

assessment to identify environmental factors that could influence tank design, such as soil type, seismic risk, and

proximity to hazardous areas.

Step 2: Design Phase

Using API 602 as a guide, calculate all relevant loads and select appropriate materials. Develop detailed

engineering drawings that meet the tolerances and specifications outlined in the standard. Engage a qualified

design review team to validate the calculations and drawings.

Step 3: Procurement and Construction

Source materials that meet API 602 specifications, and ensure that suppliers provide certificates of compliance.

During construction, enforce strict quality control procedures, including weld inspection and coating application.

Document every step to create a traceable audit trail.

Step 4: Testing and Commissioning

Once construction is complete, perform the required pressure tests and NDT inspections. Address any deficiencies

promptly. Finally, compile all test reports, inspection records, and acceptance certificates into a comprehensive

project file for future reference.

Benefits of Adhering to API 602

•  Enhanced Safety: Rigorous design and testing criteria reduce the risk of leaks, ruptures, and other 

catastrophic failures.

•  Regulatory Alignment: Many jurisdictions recognize API 602 as a benchmark for permitting and inspection.

•  Operational Efficiency: Predictable performance and reduced maintenance costs translate into lower 

downtime.

•  Reputation Management: Compliance with industry best practices bolsters stakeholder confidence.

•  Insurance Advantages: Insurers often offer favorable terms for facilities that meet recognized standards.

Common Misconceptions

Despite its widespread use, some professionals mistakenly believe that API 602 is a mandatory code. In reality, it is

a voluntary standard that provides best �practice guidance. Others think that adherence to API 602 automatically

satisfies all local regulations; however, each jurisdiction may have additional requirements that must be met

concurrently.

Comparison with Other API Standards

API 650 vs API 602

API 650 focuses on the overall design and construction of large, above �ground storage tanks, providing general

guidelines for shape, size, and basic material selection. In contrast, API 602 dives deeper into the detailed

engineering aspects, such as load calculations, specific material grades, welding procedures, and inspection

protocols. Together, they form a complementary framework: API 650 sets the broad parameters, while API 602 fills

in the technical details.



API 650 vs API 650? (Clarifying the Scope)

It is essential to distinguish between the two standards. While API 650 addresses the overall structural design, API

602 is more prescriptive regarding fabrication and quality assurance. In many projects, both standards are

referenced simultaneously to ensure comprehensive compliance.

Frequently Asked Questions

1.  Is API 602 mandatory? No, it is a voluntary standard, but many operators adopt it to meet regulatory and 

insurance requirements.

2.  What types of tanks does API 602 cover? It covers both above �ground and underground tanks used for oil 

and petroleum products.

3.  Can I use alternative materials not specified in API 602? Any deviation must be justified with equivalent 

performance data and approved by the design review team.

4.  How often must inspections be performed? API 602 outlines inspection intervals based on tank age, 

operating conditions, and regulatory mandates.

5.  What documentation is required? Design drawings, material certificates, weld reports, inspection logs, and 

test results must all be documented and retained.

Conclusion

Adopting the API Standard 602 American Petroleum Instituteis more than a compliance exercise; it is a

strategic investment in safety, reliability, and operational excellence. By following its detailed guidance on design,

materials, construction, and testing, organizations can build storage tanks that stand the test of time, meet

regulatory expectations, and protect both people and the environment. Whether you’re overseeing a new

construction project or evaluating an existing facility, understanding and implementing API 602 will position your

organization for success in a highly competitive industry.
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