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Introduction

For students preparing for the College Board’s AP Chemistry exam, mastering chemical bonding is essential.

Bonding questions test a student’s ability to apply foundational concepts—such as electronegativity, valence shell

electron pair repulsion, and hybridization—to real-world scenarios. The exam’s multiple �choice section features a

variety of bond �related problems that range from straightforward ionic calculations to more intricate resonance and

hypervalent structures. Because the AP Chemistry exam is a high �stakes test that can influence college admissions

and scholarship opportunities, having a robust set of practice problems is indispensable. In this comprehensive

guide, we’ll explore why bonding questions matter, how to approach them strategically, and how to use resources

like Quia to sharpen your skills. By the end, you’ll be equipped with the knowledge and practice tools to tackle any

bonding question that comes your way.

Understanding Chemical Bonding in AP Chemistry

Types of Bonds: Ionic, Covalent, Metallic, and More

Bonding in chemistry can be broken down into several categories, each governed by different principles. Ionic

bonds form when a metal donates electrons to a nonmetal, creating a lattice of oppositely charged ions. Covalent

bonds involve the sharing of electron pairs between nonmetals; these can be nonpolar, polar, or coordinate

covalent, depending on electronegativity differences and lone pairs. Metallic bonds arise in pure metals where

valence electrons are delocalized over a lattice of positive ions. Although the AP exam rarely focuses on metallic

bonding, understanding its electron sea model can help explain properties like conductivity and malleability. Finally,

hydrogen bonding and van der Waals forces are intermolecular interactions that, while not true bonds, play a

crucial role in determining the physical properties of molecules.

Electron Configuration and Bond Formation

Electron configuration is the backbone of bonding theory. Students must be comfortable reading and drawing

electron configurations for both atoms and ions. The octet rule, expanded octet rule, and duet rule explain why

atoms tend to form bonds that satisfy their valence shell. On the AP exam, you’ll frequently encounter questions

that ask you to determine the best way an atom can achieve a stable electronic configuration through bonding.

Mastery of this concept requires practice with Lewis dot structures, formal charges, and the ability to predict bond

types based on electronegativity differences.

Resonance and Hybridization

Resonance structures illustrate how a single Lewis structure can be represented by multiple valid configurations.

These structures are key to understanding delocalized electrons, such as in benzene or the nitrate ion.

Hybridization, on the other hand, explains molecular geometry by mixing atomic orbitals to produce hybrid orbitals

that point toward the corners of a regular shape. Students must recognize sp, sp², sp³, sp³d, and sp³d²

hybridizations and correlate them with VSEPR predictions. The AP exam often asks students to identify the

hybridization of a central atom based on its electron domain geometry, making this a high �frequency topic.

Why Bonding Questions Are Crucial for the AP Chemistry Exam



Exam Format and Question Types

The AP Chemistry multiple �choice section contains 60 questions to be completed in 90 minutes. Bonding questions

can appear in any section, but they are most common in the “Chemical Bonding” and “Molecular Structure”

subsections. The questions vary in difficulty: some require simple identification of bond types, while others demand

the construction of complex Lewis structures or the application of VSEPR theory to predict molecular shape.

Understanding the distribution of question types helps students allocate study time efficiently.

Common Mistakes Students Make

Even proficient students can fall into common pitfalls when tackling bonding questions. These include:

•  Ignoring formal charges, leading to incorrect Lewis structures.

•  Misapplying the octet rule, especially with transition metals or hypervalent molecules.

•  Forgetting that lone pairs occupy more space than bonding pairs in VSEPR calculations.

•  Assuming that electronegativity differences always dictate bond polarity, without considering molecular 

geometry.

By identifying these common errors, you can focus your practice on the areas that are most likely to trip you up

during the exam.

Scoring Tips and Strategies

Bonding questions often carry a moderate number of points. However, because they test conceptual depth, a single

wrong answer can cost you valuable points. Use the following strategies:

1.  Read the question carefully. Identify whether it asks for bond type, polarity, hybridization, or molecular shape.

2.  Sketch quickly. Draw a rough Lewis structure before filling in details.

3.  Check for consistency. Verify that total electrons, formal charges, and octet rules are satisfied.

4.  Eliminate obviously wrong choices. This increases the odds when you’re unsure.

5.  Time management. Allocate roughly 1.5 minutes per question for the first pass, then revisit the toughest ones.

Top Strategies for Mastering Bonding Questions

Review Key Concepts Thoroughly

Before diving into practice problems, ensure you have a solid grasp of the core concepts. Create concise cheat

sheets for:

•  Electronegativity values of common elements.

•  Octet and expanded octet rules.

•  Formal charge calculations.

•  Hybridization table and associated geometries.

•  VSEPR electron domain shapes and bond angles.

Having these references at hand allows you to quickly verify your reasoning during timed practice sessions.

Use Visual Aids and Diagrams

Visual learning can be a game �changer for bonding questions. Use 3 �D models or interactive software to visualize

molecular geometry. Draw bond angles and hybrid orbitals on paper to reinforce spatial relationships. When

studying resonance, sketch each structure side by side and highlight delocalized electrons. These visual tools help

you internalize complex concepts and reduce the cognitive load during the exam.

Practice with Real Exam �Style Problems



Practice is the most reliable predictor of exam success. Seek out AP Chemistry bond �related practice questions

from official College Board materials, reputable prep books, and online platforms. When you encounter a question

you can’t solve, break it down into smaller steps: identify the type of bond, draw the Lewis structure, calculate

formal charges, and then determine hybridization or geometry. The more systematic your approach, the easier it

becomes to handle even the toughest problems.

Analyze Incorrect Answers

Reviewing why you got a question wrong is as important as studying the correct answer. Ask yourself:

•  Did I misread the question?

•  Did I forget a key rule (e.g., formal charges or octet rule)?

•  Was my Lewis structure incorrect?

•  Did I misinterpret the geometry or hybridization?

Documenting these insights creates a personalized feedback loop that accelerates learning.

AP Chemistry Practice Bonding Questions for Exam Quia

Sample Question Set 1: Ionic Bonding

1.  Which of the following pairs of elements will most likely form an ionic bond?

2.  A) Na and Cl

3.  B) C and O

4.  C) N and H

5.  D) Fe and S

Sample Question Set 2: Covalent Bonding and Lewis Structures

1.  Draw the Lewis structure for sulfur dioxide (SO ‚) and determine the formal charges on each atom.

2.  Which of the following molecules has the greatest dipole moment?

3.  A) CO ‚

4.  B) H ‚O

5.  C) NH ƒ

6.  D) CH „

Sample Question Set 3: Molecular Geometry and Hybridization

1.  Determine the hybridization of the central carbon atom in the molecule CH ƒCH ‚OH (ethanol).

2.  Predict the shape of the molecule BF ƒ using VSEPR theory.

3.  Which of the following molecules has a trigonal bipyramidal electron domain geometry?

4.  A) PCl …

5.  B) SF „

6.  C) ClF ƒ

7.  D) XeF „

Sample Question Set 4: Advanced Topics (Resonance, Hypervalency)

1.  Explain why the hypervalent compound XeF † can exist despite violating the octet rule.

2.  Identify the correct resonance structures for the ion HCO ƒ {.

3.  Determine the bond angles in the molecule SF †.

Answer Key and Explanations

For each question above, the correct answer is:



•  Set 1: A, +3, decreasing lattice energy from LiCl to RbCl.

•  Set 2: 1. Lewis structure: O=S=O with zero formal charges; 2. B (H ‚O); 3. Delocalization occurs because the 

negative charge can be placed on any of the oxygen atoms.
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