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Introduction

In the world of engineering, mathematics, and science, precision and speed are paramount. Whether you are a

student tackling a calculus assignment, a researcher performing complex simulations, or a professional engineer

verifying design calculations, the tools you use can make the difference between a smooth workflow and a

frustrating bottleneck. The HP 48 Gg and HP 48 GX programmable calculators, released in the late 1990s and early

2000s, have stood the test of time for their powerful analytical and numerical capabilities. Though newer devices

have emerged, the HP 48 series remains a favorite for many who value robust functionality, a full keyboard, and the

ability to run custom programs.

This article is a comprehensive guide that explores how to harness both analytical and numerical methods on the

HP 48 Gg and HP 48 GX. We’ll cover the calculators’ key features, dive into practical programming examples, and

share tips that will help you become more efficient. By the end, you’ll have a deeper understanding of how to

leverage these devices for a wide range of mathematical tasks.

Overview of the HP 48 /Gg and HP 48 /GX

The HP 48 Gg and HP 48 GX belong to the same family, sharing a common architecture but differing in hardware

specifications and operating system features. Understanding their similarities and differences will help you decide

which model is best suited for your needs.

Hardware Comparison

•  Processor: Both calculators run on a 16 �bit RISC CPU, capable of executing complex operations quickly.

•  Memory: The Gg offers 256 /kB of RAM and 64 /kB of ROM, while the GX provides 512 /kB of RAM and 128 /kB of 

ROM, allowing for more extensive programs.

•  Display: Both feature a 128×64 pixel monochrome LCD, but the GX supports a higher resolution and a larger 

font set.

•  Keyboard: A full alphanumeric keyboard with function keys for quick access to mathematical functions.

•  Connectivity: The GX includes a USB port for data transfer, whereas the Gg relies on a proprietary cable.

Software and Operating System

Both models run the HP 48 operating system, which includes a powerful command-line interface and a BASIC-like

programming language. The GX’s OS offers additional built-in functions and a more extensive library, making it

ideal for advanced numerical methods.

Analytical Methods on the HP 48 Series

Analytical methods involve exact, symbolic manipulation of mathematical expressions. The HP 48 calculators excel

at these tasks thanks to their built �in algebraic capabilities.

Symbolic Computation



With the built �in algebraic engine, you can perform operations such as:

•  Solving linear and nonlinear equations symbolically.

•  Integrating functions exactly.

•  Differentiating expressions with respect to variables.

•  Simplifying complex algebraic expressions.

Example: Solving a Quadratic Equation

1.  Enter the coefficients: a = 2, b = 5, c = -3.

2.  Use the QUAD command: QUAD 2 5 -3.

3.  The calculator returns the two roots exactly.

Using the Algebraic Mode

Switch to Algebraic mode by pressing MODE !’ Algebraic. This mode allows you to input expressions in standard

mathematical notation, making it easier to work with symbolic equations.

Numerical Methods on the HP 48 Series

Numerical methods involve approximating solutions to mathematical problems using computational algorithms. The

HP 48 calculators are well-suited for implementing iterative techniques, root-finding, integration, and more.

Root-Finding Algorithms

The calculators provide built-in functions such as NRM (Newton–Raphson Method) and BIS (Bisection Method).

You can also program custom algorithms for specialized use cases.

Numerical Integration

Use the INT function for simple definite integrals, or implement composite Simpson’s rule for higher accuracy.

Example: Numerical Integration Using Simpson’s Rule

1.  Define the function: f(x) := x^2 + 3.

2.  Set the limits: a = 0, b = 2.

3.  Choose the number of subintervals: n = 10 (must be even).

4.  Compute the integral with the following program:
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