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Introduction

For anyone who has ever been captivated by the epic adventures of John Carter, there is a wealth of material to
explore—ranging from the original 1880s novel to modern film adaptations, fan forums, and scholarly analyses. Yet
navigating this ocean of information can be daunting. Whether you're a new reader, a seasoned scholar, or simply
curious about the lore that surrounds this iconic character, you need a reliable compass. This article is designed to
serve as an informative reference for John Carter's commonly usedterms, resources, and cultural touchpoints.
By the end of this guide, you will have a clear understanding of the key references that have shaped the legacy of
John Carter, and how to use them in your own research or fandom pursuits.

Who Is John Carter?

John Carter is the protagonist of Edgar Rice Burroughs's Barsoomseries, first published in 1912. A Confederate
veteran of the American Civil War, Carter is mysteriously transported to Mars (Barsoom) and becomes a hero
among its diverse peoples. Over the course of the series, he encounters Martian royalty, warring tribes, and exotic
landscapes, all while grappling with his own identity and destiny. The character's enduring appeal lies in his blend
of rugged individualism, deep empathy, and the universal themes of adventure and redemption.

Key Traits and Motivations

e Leadership — Carter quickly rises to prominence as a military commander and political figure.
* Adaptability — He navigates the cultural complexities of Barsoom, learning languages and customs.
e Morality — Despite his war hero background, Carter consistently seeks justice and peace.

Historical Context of the Original Novel

Burroughs wrote the Barsoomseries during a time of rapid scientific discovery and imperial expansion. The early
20th century fascination with space exploration, combined with the romanticized view of the “other,” informed the
richly detailed world-building in the series. Understanding this context is essential for interpreting the novel’s
themes and the references it makes to contemporary science, politics, and mythology.

Scientific Inspirations

1. Martian atmospheric conditions — parallels to early 20th-century theories about Mars’s climate.
2. Martian technology — imaginative extrapolations of then-available engineering concepts.
3. Biology of Barsoomian creatures — influenced by contemporary zoological knowledge.

Key References in the Original Novel

Burroughs’s writing is peppered with allusions to mythology, classical literature, and contemporary science. Below
is a curated list of the most frequently cited references that appear throughout the series.

Mythological and Literary Allusions

« Greek Mythology — Names like “Ares” and “Hades” appear in Martian royal titles.
e Arthurian Legend — The concept of a “knight-errant” mirrors Carter’s role.



* Biblical Themes — Sacrificial motifs recur in Martian rituals.

Scientific References
» Celestial Mechanics — References to Mars’s orbit and the concept of “phobos” and “deimos.”
¢ Geology — Martian rock formations compared to Earth’s Grand Canyon.
¢ Physiology — The adaptation of human bodies to lower gravity.

Cultural References

e Martian Tribes — Their social structures mirror Earth’s tribal societies.
¢ Political Systems — The “Civic Council” reflects contemporary democratic ideals.
* Martian Art — References to Egyptian and Mayan styles in the depiction of murals.

Film Adaptations and Their References

The 2012 film adaptation, directed by Andrew Stanton, brought John Carter to a new generation. While the movie
took creative liberties, it also introduced modern references that resonate with contemporary audiences.

Visual and Audio References
¢ CGI Techniques — The use of motion capture to portray Martian creatures.
e Music Score — A blend of orchestral motifs and electronic elements, referencing the film’s futuristic setting.
e Set Design — Architectural influences from ancient Egyptian and Roman structures.

Modern Cultural References

e Post-9/11 Themes — The film’s focus on unity and cooperation mirrors contemporary global concerns.

* Technological Commentary — Reflections on human reliance on technology in space travel.

e Environmental Messages — The depiction of Barsoom'’s fragile ecosystems underscores Earth’s ecological
crises.

Commonly Used Terminology

Understanding the jargon that permeates the Barsoomuniverse is vital for both fans and scholars. Below is a
glossary of terms that appear frequently in the literature and adaptations.

Martian Geography
e Opar — A hidden city of the Sennars.
¢ Valley of the Dead — A treacherous region where many heroes perish.
¢ Barsoom — The name of Mars in Burroughs’s universe.
Martian Societies
e Thark — A warrior race known for their strength.
e Thark — A group of nomadic horsemen.
¢ Hod — A Martian caste of scholars and engineers.
Martian Technology

e Shields — Personal energy barriers used for protection.
e Blades — Advanced swords powered by energy cores.
e Horses — Biomechanical creatures used for transportation.

Resources for Fans and Scholars

Below are some of the most valuable resources that provide deeper insight into John Carter’s world. This section is



especially useful for those looking to expand their knowledge beyond the primary texts.

Academic Journals and Papers

e Journal of Science Fiction Studies — Articles analyzing Burroughs’s influence on modern space opera.

e Fantasy Literature Review — Comparative studies between Barsoom and other planetary romances.

¢ Martian Studies Quarterly — Interdisciplinary research on the scientific plausibility of Barsoomian physics.
Fan Communities and Forums

e Barsoomian Society — A dedicated fan club that hosts events and discussions.

e Reddit: r/Barsoom — A subreddit for fan art, theories, and news.

¢ Discord: John Carter Fans — A real-time chat community for live discussions.
Official Merchandise and Adaptations

e Barsoom Board Game — A strategy game that immerses players in Martian politics.
» John Carter Graphic Novels — Reimaginings of the original stories in comic format.
¢ Collector’s Edition Books — Limited editions featuring annotated texts and original artwork.

How to Use This Reference Guide

For maximum benefit, readers should approach this guide as a living document. Below are some practical ways to
integrate it into your study or enjoyment of the Barsoom series.

Academic Research

1. Use the glossary to clarify terminology in your papers.
2. Reference the academic journals for peer-reviewed analyses.
3. Cross check the scientific references for accuracy and relevance.

Fan Engagement

 Join forums and Discord servers to discuss theories.
« Participate in fan art contests that use the terminology guide.
e Explore the collectible merchandise to deepen your immersion.

Personal Exploration

1. Read the original novels with the glossary at hand.
2. Watch the 2012 film and note the modern references highlighted.
3. Keep a reading journal to track how the terminology evolves across the series.

Conclusion

John Carter’s legacy is as vast and varied as the Martian landscapes he traverses. By providing an informative
reference for John Carter's commonly used terms, resources
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