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Amharic Grammar: A Comprehensive Guide for Learners

Ambharic, the official working language of Ethiopia, is a vibrant and expressive tongue spoken by more than 25
million people. Its unique script, rich morphology, and complex syntax make it a fascinating subject for linguists and
language enthusiasts alike. Whether you are a beginner eager to learn the basics, a language teacher preparing a
curriculum, or a seasoned speaker looking to deepen your knowledge, this guide will walk you through the
essential components of Amharic grammar in a clear, engaging, and SEO friendly way.

In the following sections, we’ll explore phonology, orthography, noun and pronoun systems, verb conjugation,
adjective placement, sentence structure, and common pitfalls. By the end, you will have a solid foundation to
confidently construct sentences, understand native texts, and appreciate the linguistic beauty of Amharic.

1.The Amharic Language in Context

Ambharic belongs to the Semitic branch of the Afro Austronesian language family, sharing roots with Arabic, Hebrew,
and Tigrinya. It uses a unique script called Ge'ez(also known as Ethiopic), which is an abugida—a writing system
where each character represents a consonant with an inherent vowel that can be modified by diacritics.

Unlike many Indo European languages, Amharic is avzerb subject object (VS@nhguage, though subject verb object
(SVO) order can appear in certain contexts. It features a rich system of verbal affixes that encode tense, aspect,
mood, person, and number. Nouns are marked for case, number, and definiteness, and adjectives follow the noun
they modify.

2. Phonology and Orthography

2.1. Sound Inventory

Amharic contains approximately 33 consonant phonemes and 7 vowel phonemes. Some consonants have
emphatic counterparts, and the language distinguishes between plain and pharyngealizedconsonants. Vowels are
short or long, and vowel length can change meaning.

2.2.Writing System: Ge'ez

The Ge'ez script comprises 26 base characters, each representing a consonant-vowel combination. For example,
(ha) and (le). Vowel changes are indicated by diacritics attached to the base consonant. The script is written from
left to right.

° Base ConsonantS: ) ) ) ) L] (1 01 @1 ‘1 ‘1 p1 pl p! p! p1 pl p! p! p’ p’ p’ p’ p’ p’ p’ p
« Vowel diacritics: i (a), j(e), k (i), I (0), m(u), n(a), o (6)

2.3. Pronunciation Tips

¢ Emphatic consonants (m, ¢, %, +0’ &R &b6ae+VeaebVB v—F, 60¢7G iction in the pharynx.
¢ Vowel length is phonemic;“ " (a-le) vs* " (a-ll-e).
e Stress typically falls on the penultimate syllable.

3. Noun Morphology



3.1. Gender and Number

Ambharic nouns are inherently gendered as masculine or feminine. Gender is not always predictable from
meaning, so memoarization is essential. Plurality is marked by suffixes:

o -uformostnouns (e.g., E«6 }!" E«d }u‘“men”).
e -ev}forirregular plurals (e.g., p *! p *ev}“students”).
3.2. Definiteness

Amharic marks definiteness with the prefix €ye-). For example, ¢house) becomes (&he uhouse). The definite article
is obligatory before proper names and in most contexts.

3.3. Case System

Unlike many languages, Amharic does not have a rich case system. However, it uses prepositions and
postpositions to indicate grammatical relations. The most common postposition is (#3)d used to indicate similarity
or identity.

4. Pronouns

4.1. Personal Pronouns

Ambharic distinguishes between singular and plural, inclusive and exclusive, and uses gender distinctions in some
contexts. Here's a quick reference:

e ¥7_—](singular)
e e« p—you (masculine singular)
e <z —you (feminine singular)
e ¥>—we (inclusive)
e ¥ (exclusive) — we (exclusive)
e ¥“} —vyou (plural)
e ¥e1—they (plural)
4.2. Demonstratives

Demonstratives are formed by adding - {my), - Qyour), - {his/her), etc., to the noun. For example, (haxd) becomes 0 ¥i
(my hand).

5.Verb Conjugation

5.1. Root System

Ambharic verbs are built around a triliteral root, usually consisting of three consonants. Morphological processes add
prefixes, infixes, and suffixes to express grammatical categories.

5.2.Tenses and Aspects

Amharic distinguishes between past, present, and future tenses. It also marks aspect through additional suffixes:
e - u-habitual (e.g., i0-3 —"helshe goes” regularly).
e - —progressive (e.g., 10-3 —"“helshe is going”).

5.3. Mood

Indicative, imperative, conditional, and subjunctive moods are expressed through specific affixes. For instance, the
imperative is formed by adding - to the root.



5.4. Passive Voice
The passive is marked by the prefix pand the suffix -.I[Example: &It p@stmade.”

5.5. Conjugation Table (Simplified)

Root: c (to enter)
Present (I): ¢
Past (I): o (
Future (I): i ¢
Imperative: ¢

ok wnpE

6. Adjectives

Adjectives in Amharic follow the noun they modify and agree in gender and number. For example:

+ [e du-a beautiful house (masculine singular)
« [e dv} - beautiful houses (plural)

7. Adverbs

Adverbs are typically derived from adjectives by adding - br placed before the verb. For example, {gspkcially) or ©= u
(quickly).

8. Prepositions and Postpositions

Ambharic uses a mix of prepositions and postpositions. Prepositions are placed before the noun phrase, whereas
postpositions follow it. Common prepositions include {in/at), (for), and (from). Postpositions include éwith) and ¥+ &
(as).

8.1. Example Sentences

e “du-inthe house

e ¥"_—forme

e "p —from the city

e * 3 01— with one person

9. Sentence Structure
Ambharic sentences typically follow a verb subject object (VS@ider, but the object can precede the verb in
questions or emphatic statements. The typical pattern is:

1. Verb — expresses action or state.
2. Subject — who performs the action.
3. Object —whom or what receives the action.

Example:
e i ¢ v p5K-"MrTesfa will come.” (VSO)

9.1. Questions

Questions are formed by adding a question particle
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