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Whether you’re a seasoned breeder, a dedicated trainer, or simply a German Shepherd enthusiast, staying 

organized is key to success. The American Kennel German Shepherds Calendaris more than just a list of dates;

it’s a roadmap that aligns your breeding, training, health, and competition goals with the major events and

milestones recognized by the American Kennel Club (AKC). In this in �depth article, we’ll explore how to use this

calendar effectively, the benefits it offers, and practical tips for integrating it into your daily routine.

Understanding the AKC Calendar Framework

The American Kennel Club maintains a structured calendar that spans the entire year, featuring dog shows,

registration deadlines, health testing requirements, and other pivotal dates. For German Shepherd owners, this

framework helps ensure that puppies meet breed standards, health criteria, and show eligibility. The AKC’s

calendar is divided into several key categories:

•  Registration and Documentation – Deadlines for registering puppies, obtaining pedigree papers, and filing for 

AKC registration.

•  Health Testing – Scheduled times for mandatory tests such as hip and elbow evaluations, eye exams, and 

DNA screenings.

•  Show Seasons – Dates for local, regional, and national competitions where dogs can earn titles and 

accolades.

•  Training Milestones – Suggested timelines for basic obedience, advanced training, and specialized courses.

•  Breeding Cycles – Optimal breeding windows based on the dog’s age, health, and previous reproductive 

history.

By aligning your activities with these categories, you’ll reduce stress, avoid missed deadlines, and position your

German Shepherd for optimal growth and success.

Why a Dedicated Calendar Matters for German Shepherds

German Shepherds are a high �energy, intelligent breed that thrives on structure and routine. A dedicated calendar

offers several critical advantages:

1.  Health Management – Regular health checks prevent genetic disorders such as hip dysplasia and 

degenerative myelopathy.

2.  Legal Compliance – Meeting registration and documentation deadlines keeps your dog compliant with AKC 

regulations.

3.  Competitive Readiness – Knowing show dates in advance allows for proper preparation, grooming, and 

training.

4.  Breeding Efficiency – Scheduling breeding windows ensures optimal fertility and reduces the risk of 

complications.

5.  Behavioral Consistency – Structured training timelines help reinforce obedience and curb unwanted 

behaviors.

In short, a calendar transforms chaos into opportunity, allowing you to harness the full potential of your German

Shepherd.



Setting Up Your Personal American Kennel German Shepherds Calendar

Creating an effective calendar involves a few strategic steps. Below is a step �by �step guide to help you get started:

1.  Choose Your Platform – Digital tools such as Google Calendar, Outlook, or specialized pet �management apps 

provide reminders and sync across devices. For a paper option, a large wall calendar with color �coded sections 

works well.

2.  Identify Key Dates – Pull the AKC’s official dates for registration, health testing, and shows. Add your dog’s 

birthdate and expected breeding windows.

3.  Allocate Time Blocks – Dedicate specific days for training, veterinary visits, and grooming sessions. Use 

consistent time slots to build habit.

4.  Set Reminders – Enable push notifications or email alerts a week before each critical event.

5.  Review and Adjust – At the end of each month, evaluate what worked and refine future entries.

Consistency is paramount. Even a simple, well �maintained calendar can dramatically improve your German

Shepherd’s health, performance, and overall well �being.

Key Dates and Events in the AKC Calendar

Below is an overview of the most important dates that every German Shepherd owner should monitor throughout

the year. These dates are based on the most recent AKC guidelines and may vary slightly each year, so always

verify with the AKC’s official website.

January – Registration and Health Testing Deadlines

January 1–31: Final day to register puppies born in the previous year for AKC registration. This ensures they can

compete in the upcoming show season.

January 15–31: Deadline for submitting hip and elbow screening results for dogs aged 12–18 months. These tests

are mandatory for show eligibility.

February – Show Season Kickoff

First weekend of February: Many regional AKC dog shows commence, offering a platform for new dogs to gain

experience and titles.

March – Breeding Window Check

March 1–31: Ideal period for breeding German Shepherd females that are in optimal health and have completed

their initial health screenings. Male dogs should be at least 2–3 years old for peak fertility.

April – Eye Screening and Grooming Prep

April 10–20: Mandatory eye exams for dogs aged 12–24 months. This helps detect conditions such as cataracts or

progressive retinal atrophy.

April 25–30: Grooming workshops and seminars often held at AKC clubs to prepare dogs for their first show.

May – Mid �Season Show Highlights

May 5–15: Major AKC championships, including the National German Shepherd Championship, attract top

competitors from across the country.

June – Summer Health Checkups

June 1–30: Routine health evaluations to ensure dogs maintain optimal condition during the hotter months.



July – Advanced Training Opportunities

July 12–22: Advanced obedience and agility classes are typically offered during this period, helping dogs refine

their skills.

August – Breeding Season Wrap �Up

August 1–31: Final breeding opportunities before the show season intensifies. This is also a good time for breeding

pairs to rest and recover.

September – Pre �Show Conditioning

September 10–25: Conditioning programs and diet plans are introduced to optimize dogs’ performance for the fall

shows.

October – Fall Show Season

October 1–31: The show season peaks, featuring the most prestigious AKC competitions, including the National

Championship for German Shepherds.

November – Post �Show Evaluation

November 15–30: Evaluation sessions for dogs that participated in the fall shows, focusing on areas for

improvement.

December – Year �End Health Review

December 1–31: Comprehensive health reviews and planning for the upcoming year, including any necessary

health tests and registration updates.

By marking these dates on your calendar, you’ll ensure that every critical event is accounted for and that your

German Shepherd remains on track for a healthy, successful year.

Integrating Training Milestones into Your Calendar

Training is the backbone of any successful German Shepherd. The AKC calendar offers a natural cadence for

incorporating training milestones. Here’s a suggested timeline:

•  Week 1–4 – Basic obedience (sit, stay, come). Set up daily 10 �minute sessions.

•  Week 5–8 – Socialization with other dogs and people. Use controlled environments to build confidence.

•  Week 9–12 – Advanced obedience and scent work. Introduce tasks like “search” and “track.”

•  Week 13–16 – Agility training. Start with simple jumps and weave poles.

•  Week 17–20 – Show preparation. Practice grooming, scent masking, and posture.

Align these training blocks with the show and health testing dates. For instance, schedule an advanced obedience

session two weeks before a major show to reinforce commands and improve performance.

Health Testing: A Calendar �Driven Approach

German Shepherds are prone to specific health issues that can be mitigated with regular testing. The AKC

calendar provides clear windows for these tests:

Hip and Elbow Dysplasia

Annual screenings are required for dogs aged 12–18 months. Schedule the test 30 days before the registration

deadline to ensure results are processed in time.



Eye Exams

Mandatory for dogs aged 12–24 months. Conduct the exam in March or April, depending on your local veterinary

clinic’s availability.

DNA Screening

Recommended annually for all breeding dogs to detect genetic disorders such as degenerative myelopathy and

progressive retinal atrophy. Schedule the test in June or July to allow for result interpretation before the breeding

season.

Vaccinations and Parasite Control

Set reminders for booster shots every 12 months and parasite prevention treatments during the hottest months

(May–September).

By embedding these health milestones into your calendar, you’ll maintain a proactive approach that protects your

dog’s well �being and ensures compliance with AKC standards.

Breeding Management on the Calendar

Responsible breeding requires meticulous planning. Use your calendar to track the following:

•  Estrus Cycle Monitoring – Record the female’s heat cycle to identify optimal breeding dates.

•  Health Clearance – Verify that both male and female have passed all required health screenings before 

breeding.

•  Gestation Tracking – Mark the estimated due date and schedule veterinary check �ups at 45, 60, and 75 days.

•  Puppy Birth and Registration – Plan for the birth date and register puppies within the AKC’s registration 

window.

•  Post �Birth Care – Schedule vaccinations, deworming, and initial health checks for the pups.

These entries transform breeding from a guesswork exercise into a science �based process, increasing the likelihood

of healthy, well �raised puppies.

Show Preparation: From Calendar to Competition

Competing in AKC shows is a rewarding experience that showcases your German Shepherd’s talent. Use your

calendar to manage the entire journey:

1.  Show Registration – Complete online registration at least 10 days before the event. Add the confirmation to 

your calendar.

2.  Travel Logistics – Book transportation and lodging 2–3 weeks in advance. Include departure and return dates.

3.  Pre �Show Grooming – Schedule grooming sessions 2–3 days before the competition.

4.  Show Day – Add the show start time and location. Set a reminder for 30 minutes before the show to ensure 

you arrive on time.

5.  Post �Show Evaluation – Schedule a debriefing session with your trainer or club to review performance and 

set goals for the next event.

By treating each show as a project, you’ll minimize last �minute stress and maximize your dog’s performance.

Leveraging Digital Tools for Calendar Management

While a simple paper calendar can be effective, digital tools offer added flexibility:



•  Google Calendar – Share events with trainers, veterinarians, and club members. Use color coding for different 

categories (health, training, shows).

•  Dog Tracking Apps – Apps like Dog Time or PawTrack allow you to log vet visits, training sessions, and health 

tests.
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