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Introduction

For ham radio enthusiasts who enjoy the thrill of mobile operation, the am fm ssb 10 meter mobile amateur 

transceiveroffers a unique blend of versatility, portability, and high �band performance. Whether you’re cruising

down the highway, setting up at a festival, or working a field day, this type of rig brings the power of the 10 meter

band to the moveable platform. In this guide we’ll explore what makes this category of transceiver special, why the

10 /meter band is a coveted choice, and how to pick, set up, and maintain the perfect mobile rig for your adventures.

What Is an AM/FM/SSB 10 /Meter Mobile Amateur Transceiver?

At its core, a mobile transceiver is a radio that can transmit and receive on one or more amateur bands while being 

operated from a vehicle or portable enclosure. The am fm ssb 10 meter mobile amateur transceiveris a specific

subset that supports three popular modes:

•  AM (Amplitude Modulation) – ideal for voice communication in noisy environments.

•  FM (Frequency Modulation) – provides clear voice quality, especially for local repeaters.

•  SSB (Single Sideband) – the most efficient mode for long �distance voice, offering high power and low 

bandwidth.

Operating on the 10 /meter band (28–29 /MHz) places the rig in the high �HF spectrum, where propagation can be both 

challenging and rewarding. The combination of these modes gives operators flexibility to adapt to changing

conditions and regulatory constraints.

Why the 10 /Meter Band Is a Hotspot for Mobile Operators

The 10 meter band sits just above the 12 meter band and below the 13 meter band. It offers a sweet spot for mobile

use:

•  Propagation Diversity – The band can support both short �wave and long �wave propagation, making it possible 

to contact distant stations during the day and local repeaters at night.

•  Lower Noise Levels – Compared to lower HF bands, 10 /meters often experiences less atmospheric noise, 

allowing for clearer reception.

•  Less Congestion – While still popular, 10 /meters is usually less crowded than the 20 /meter or 80 /meter bands, 

providing more opportunities for contact.

•  Regulatory Flexibility – Many licensing authorities grant operators the same power limits on 10 /meters as on 

other HF bands, so a single rig can be used across multiple frequencies.

Propagation Characteristics

During daylight hours, 10 meters typically supports medium �wave propagation via ionospheric reflection, allowing

contacts up to 2,500–3,000 km. At night, the band can shift to lower �frequency propagation, enabling contacts that

extend further than the typical daytime range. This dual nature makes the 10 meter band a favorite for mobile

operators who want to experience a variety of propagation scenarios without changing equipment.

Modes Explained: AM, FM, and SSB



Each mode offers distinct advantages for mobile use. Understanding these helps you decide which rig best fits your

needs.

Amplitude Modulation (AM)

AM is the classic voice mode that many amateur radio operators grew up with. It’s simple to implement and works

well in environments with high electrical noise, such as near vehicle engines or power supplies. However, AM’s

bandwidth is wide (about 5 kHz), which can reduce overall efficiency and increase the chance of interference with

neighboring channels.

Frequency Modulation (FM)

FM provides superior audio quality and is less susceptible to amplitude noise. In mobile setups, FM is often used

on repeaters or for local communications where clarity is paramount. The narrow bandwidth of FM (around 2.4 kHz)

allows for more efficient spectrum usage, but the mode requires a stable oscillator and careful tuning to avoid

frequency drift.

Single Sideband (SSB)

SSB is the workhorse for long �distance voice communications. By transmitting only one sideband and suppressing

the carrier, SSB reduces power consumption and bandwidth. For mobile operators, an SSB mode on a 10 meter rig

means you can reach far �away stations while keeping power usage low—essential when running on a vehicle’s

battery or a small generator.

Key Features to Look for in a Mobile Transceiver

When selecting an am fm ssb 10 meter mobile amateur transceiver, consider the following attributes:

1.  Power Output – Mobile rigs typically range from 25 /W to 100 /W. Higher power yields better coverage but 

demands more robust power supply and cooling.

2.  Weight and Size – A compact, lightweight design simplifies installation and reduces strain on your vehicle’s 

mounting system.

3.  Cooling Mechanism – Fans or heat sinks are critical to keep the transceiver within safe operating 

temperatures, especially in hot climates.

4.  Power Supply Options – Look for rigs that can accept 12 /V DC or 24 /V DC, and that include a built �in regulator 

to protect against voltage spikes.

5.  Audio Quality – A high �quality audio path with adjustable gain and a clear display of received signal strength 

enhances the overall experience.

6.  Built �in Antenna Tuner – Mobile rigs benefit from a tuner that can adapt to the variable antenna lengths and 

configurations typically found on vehicles.

7.  Durability and Build Quality – Rugged construction protects against vibration, temperature extremes, and 

accidental drops.

8.  Software and Firmware Support – Firmware updates can add new features, improve performance, and fix 

bugs.

9.  Integration with GPS and Logging – Many modern rigs include GPS for logging and automatic band planning.

Popular Mobile 10 /Meter Transceiver Models

Below is a curated list of well �reviewed models that support AM, FM, and SSB on the 10 meter band. Each offers a

mix of performance, portability, and value.

1. Kenwood TS �590SG



Kenwood’s TS �590SG is a 100 W transceiver that supports AM, FM, and SSB. Its compact design and robust 12 V

DC power input make it a favorite among mobile operators. The built �in antenna tuner and dual �band output options

provide flexibility for both 10 /meter and 20 /meter use.

2. Yaesu FT �857D

Yaesu’s FT �857D is a multi �band, multi �mode transceiver that covers 10 meter, 20 meter, 40 meter, and more. With

100 W output and a 12 V DC input, it’s ideal for mobile setups. Its user �friendly interface and integrated GPS make it

a strong contender for long �haul operations.

3. Icom IC �7300

While primarily an HF transceiver, the IC �7300 can be adapted for mobile use with a proper power supply and

mounting kit. Its high �definition audio and advanced software features provide an excellent platform for 10 meter

SSB communications.

4. Elecraft KX3 �M

The Elecraft KX3 �M is a lightweight, 100 W transceiver that excels in mobile environments. Its modular design and

open firmware allow for extensive customization, making it a favorite among tinkerers and serious amateurs.

5. Flex Radio RZ �1000

Flex Radio’s RZ �1000 is a versatile, high �power transceiver that supports AM, FM, and SSB across multiple bands,

including 10 meters. Its rugged chassis and powerful output make it suitable for mobile rigs that require maximum

performance.

Building Your Own Mobile 10 /Meter Transceiver

For hobbyists who love to tinker, building a mobile rig from scratch can be a rewarding project. Here’s a high �level

overview of the process.

Step 1: Gather Components

•  RF front �end (10 /meter band filter or tuned circuit)

•  Amplifier module (e.g., 100 /W Class AB amplifier)

•  Power supply (12 /V DC, regulated)

•  Audio processing board (for AM/FM/SSB)

•  Enclosure (weather �sealed, vibration �resistant)

•  Cooling fan or heat sink

•  Display and control interface (LCD, rotary knobs)

•  Integrated antenna tuner or external tuner

Step 2: Design the Circuit

Use a schematic capture tool (like KiCad) to design the RF front end and power amplification stage. Pay special

attention to impedance matching and filtering to minimize noise and interference.

Step 3: Prototype and Test

Build a prototype on a breadboard or PCB. Test each mode individually—AM, FM, and SSB—using a signal

generator. Measure output power, spurious emissions, and audio fidelity.

Step 4: Enclosure and Mounting

Choose a lightweight enclosure that can withstand vibration. Mount the transceiver on a secure bracket inside your



vehicle, ensuring easy access to controls and antenna connections.

Step 5: Antenna Integration

For mobile use, a dipole or vertical antenna mounted on the roof or a mast is common. Include an antenna tuner to

adapt to changing lengths as you drive. Consider a low �profile, collapsible antenna for easier storage.

Step 6: Final Testing

Before heading out, conduct a full test in a controlled environment. Verify that the transceiver can handle 100 W

output without overheating and that the audio path remains clear under load.

Choosing the Right Antenna for Mobile 10 /Meter Operation

A well �designed antenna is as important as the transceiver itself. Here are some popular options:

•  Roof �Mounted Dipole – A classic 10 /meter dipole can be folded into a compact form factor. It offers excellent 

performance but requires a roof mount.

•  Vertical Antenna – A low �profile vertical antenna is easier to install and works well in confined spaces. It’s ideal 

for vehicles with limited roof clearance.

•  Beam Antenna – A directional beam antenna can provide higher gain and longer range, especially useful for 

long �haul contacts.

•  Coaxial Antenna with Tuner – If you prefer a simple setup, a coaxial feedline with an external tuner can be 

used with a variety of antenna types.

Installation Tips

Secure the antenna with vibration �resistant straps. Use a weather �sealed connector to prevent moisture ingress.

Install a tuner close to the transceiver to reduce feedline loss.

Power Supply Considerations

Mobile rigs often rely on a vehicle’s alternator or a dedicated battery. Here’s what to keep in mind:

12 /V vs. 24 /V Systems

Many modern vehicles use 12 V DC, but some high �power rigs can run on 24 V for increased efficiency. If your

vehicle supports 24 /V,
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