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Introduction

Learning to write in a new script can feel like stepping into a whole new world. The Arabic alphabet, with its flowing
curves and distinct characters, offers both beauty and challenge to students of all ages. Among its many letters,

three stand out as foundational building blocks: alif (brifay (b,’A agBay (ga’a Mastering these letters not only opens the
door to reading and writing Arabic, but also provides the groundwork for exploring related scripts such as Persian

and Urdu, where the letter pay plays a crucial role.

In this comprehensive guide, we will delve deep into the art of alif bay pay writing garriy. We’'ll explore the history
and phonetics of each letter, walk through step by step writing techniques, examine hopayadapts across
languages, and introduce you to the unique style of a modern calligrapher named Garry—whose approach has
inspired thousands of learners worldwide. By the end of this article, you’'ll have a solid foundation to practice, refine,
and enjoy the elegance of Arabic script.

1.The Arabic Script: A Brief Overview

The Arabic alphabet consists of 28 letters, written from right to left. Unlike many Western alphabets, each letter can
have up to four different forms—initial, medial, final, and isolated—depending on its position within a word. This
fluidity gives Arabic a distinctive, almost musical quality.

Beyond its aesthetic appeal, Arabic script is a key to understanding the linguistic, cultural, and historical tapestry of
the Middle East and South Asia. Whether you're a beginner or an advanced learner, mastering the fundamentals of
this script is essential for reading literature, religious texts, and everyday communication.

1.1 The Role of Alif, Bay, and Pay

While all letters are important, alif, bay, and payare often the first characters students encounter. They serve as

the building blocks for many common words and provide a solid base for learning more complex forms.

« Alif(bre — the silent or vowel bearing letter that can represent a long vowel sound or act as a placeholder for certain
consonants.

e Bay (b, b FTR AWGFW" Ft B &3GV6W2 FTR “b” sound, analogous to the English “b” in “bat.”

* Pay(gée — a letter borrowed from Persian and Urdu, representing the “p” sound, which does not exist in Classical
Arabic.

Understanding how to write these letters accurately is the first step toward fluency.

2. Alif: The Silent Anchor

2.1 Historical Roots

Alif (bre traces back to the ancient Aramaic letter “aleph,” originally representing an ox. Over centuries, it evolved into
the straight vertical stroke we recognize today. Its simplicity belies its importance: alif often acts as a carrier for
vowel sounds or as the initial form for other letters.



2.2 Phonetic Significance
Alif can represent:
e Long vowel* @ —asin“k " (d6'd'a
e Glottal stop “+é@ — a brief pause, similar to the sound between the two syllables of “uh-oh.”
 In certain contexts, it may serve as a silent placeholder, especially in Arabic words derived from other
languages.
2.3 Writing Alif: Step by Step
1. Start at the top. Place a straight vertical line that descends slightly below the baseline.
2. Maintain a consistent thickness. Whether you're using a fountain pen or a digital stylus, the line should be

uniform.
3. End slightly above the baseline. The bottom of alif should not touch the baseline, giving it a graceful lift.

Practice by writing the isolated form repeatedly, then try connecting it to other letters in words such as “06NbORdVNbu@ (Al
and “b60ObTRbOPdO@ (Ubdiy).

3. Bay: The Versatile “B”

3.1 Origins and Evolution

Bay (b, originates from the Aramaic “pe,” meaning “mouth.” Its shape has remained largely unchanged, reflecting its
straightforward phonetic role.

3.2 Phonetics

Bay produces the “b” sound, as in the English word “bat.” In Arabic, it is a voiced bilabial plosive.

3.3 Writing Bay: Technique

1. Start with a small loop. The initial stroke is a short curve that begins at the top and moves downward.
2. Form the belly. After the loop, extend a horizontal line to the right, creating the belly of the letter.
3. Finish with a tail. The tail curves back upward and to the left, connecting to the next letter if necessary.

When writing in connected form, Bay’s tail merges smoothly into the following letter. Practice with words like
“bTNd|RbO@ (bayt, meaning “house”) and “btPc6RdVP” (bism, meaning “in the name of”).

4. Pay: Bridging Arabic and Persian

4.1 The Need for Pay

Classical Arabic lacks the “p” sound. However, Persian and Urdu languages, which borrow heavily from Arabic
script, required a new letter. This led to the creation of pay (g&'A vt—6, £66-2 /£—°e bay but with an additional dot below.

4.2 Phonetic Role

Pay represents the voiceless bilabial plosive “p,” akin to the English “p” in “pen.” It appears in many Persian and
Urdu words that have been integrated into modern Arabic usage, especially in loanwords and names.

4.3 Writing Pay: Step by Step
1. Write bay first. The base shape is identical to bay.

2. Add the dot. Place a single dot below the letter to differentiate it from bay.
3. Connect with adjacent letters. Pay can connect on both sides, just like bay, but the dot remains visible.

Try writing pay in words such as “geeNdf,” (panj, meaning “five” in Persian) and “geeOc @ (pur, meaning “full” in Urdu). Notice



the dot remains prominent even when the letter is connected.

5. Alif Bay Pay Writing Garriy: A Modern Calligraphic Approach

5.1 Who is Garry?

Garry, a contemporary calligrapher based in London, has gained international recognition for his innovative fusion
of traditional Arabic script with modern design elements. His unique style, often referred to as “Garryi,” blends clean
lines with subtle flourishes, making Arabic writing accessible to a global audience.

5.2 Garry’s Technique for Alif, Bay, and Pay

« Alif. Garry emphasizes a slightly thicker top stroke to create visual balance. He encourages learners to
practice the vertical line with a steady hand, ensuring that the bottom end stops just above the baseline.

* Bay. In his style, the belly of bay is slightly elongated, giving it a modern, airy feel. The tail is tapered,
providing a sense of movement.

¢ Pay. Garry’s pay retains the classic dot but adds a subtle curve to the tail, making it distinct yet harmonious
with bay.

By incorporating these nuances, Garry’s writing style is both elegant and legible, making it ideal for beginners and
advanced learners alike.

5.3 Practical Application: Garry’s Alphabet Worksheet

To help you practice, we've created a simple worksheet that follows Garry’s style. Write each letter in the isolated
form, then connect them in sample words. Pay special attention to the dot on pay and the tail of bay.

Isolated alif (bre

Isolated bay (b,

Isolated pay (gae

Word: “bv(gé@ (a combination of alif, bay, pay)
Word: “bTNgaeN” (bay, pay, bay)

ok wnE

Repeat these exercises daily to develop muscle memory and confidence.

6. Practice Exercises for Mastery

6.1 Daily Writing Routine

Consistency is key. Allocate 15-20 minutes each day to practice writing alif, bay, and pay. Use a lined notebook to
maintain proper alignment.

6.2 Word Construction
Start with simple words that include these letters:
e “b6Nb%.@ (ab — father)

e “bTNbv(” (bab — door)
+ “geNIE@ (pay — a Persian word meaning “foot”) — note the use of pay.

Gradually increase difficulty by adding more letters and exploring connected forms.

6.3 Calligraphy Practice

Once you're comfortable, try writing the letters with a calligraphy pen. Focus on the flow and rhythm. Garry’s style
can serve as a guide: maintain clean lines, use subtle curves, and keep the dot on pay prominent.



7.Tips for Learners and Educators

7.1Visual Aids

Use color coding: assign a different color to each letter to reinforce recognition. For example, alif in blue, bay in
green, pay in red.

7.2 Digital Tools

Leverage apps like WritePad or Calligraphrto practice digitally. These tools provide real-time feedback on stroke
direction and shape.

7.3 Cultural Context

Understanding the cultural significance of these letters enriches the learning experience. Explore Arabic poetry,
Persian prose
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