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Algebra 2 Study Guide: Mastering AIIT 18 and Graphing Trigonometric 
Functions with Mrs. Smith

Algebra 2 is a pivotal course in the high �school curriculum, bridging the gap between basic algebra and advanced

mathematics. For students enrolled in AIIT 18, a rigorous Algebra 2 program, the stakes are even higher. The

course demands a solid grasp of algebraic concepts, mastery of graphing techniques, and the ability to visualize

trigonometric functions. This comprehensive study guide is designed to help you navigate AIIT 18, master graphing

trig functions, and excel under the guidance of Mrs. Smith, your seasoned instructor.

Why a Dedicated Study Guide Matters

Algebra 2 covers a breadth of topics: quadratic equations, polynomial functions, rational expressions, systems of

equations, and trigonometric identities. The AIIT 18 curriculum expands on these with deeper analytical challenges,

real �world applications, and a stronger emphasis on problem �solving skills. A focused study guide offers several

advantages:

•  Structured Learning Path – Breaks complex concepts into manageable segments.

•  Targeted Practice – Provides problem sets aligned with AIIT 18 objectives.

•  Progress Tracking – Helps identify strengths and areas needing improvement.

•  Confidence Building – Reinforces understanding through repetition and explanation.

With this guide, you’ll not only prepare for exams but also develop a deeper appreciation for the elegance of

algebraic thinking.

AIIT 18 Course Overview

AIIT 18 (Advanced Integrated Instructional Track, Grade 18) is a high �stakes Algebra 2 course offered by many high

schools and community colleges. It is designed for students who have successfully completed Algebra 1 and are

ready to tackle more advanced topics. The course typically spans a full academic year, divided into two semesters,

each covering distinct modules.

Semester 1: Foundations and Quadratics

1.  Linear and Quadratic Equations – Solving systems, completing the square, and graphing parabolas.

2.  Polynomial Functions – Understanding degree, end behavior, and factoring techniques.

3.  Rational Expressions – Simplifying, multiplying, dividing, and solving rational equations.

4.  Exponential and Logarithmic Functions – Modeling growth and decay, solving for variables.

Semester 2: Advanced Topics and Trigonometry

1.  Trigonometric Functions – Sine, cosine, tangent, and their inverses.

2.  Graphing Trigonometric Functions – Transformations, amplitude, period, phase shifts.

3.  Systems of Equations – Linear, nonlinear, and parametric solutions.

4.  Sequences and Series – Arithmetic, geometric, and sigma notation.

Throughout AIIT 18, Mrs. Smith emphasizes conceptual understanding, real �world applications, and collaborative



problem solving. Her teaching style integrates interactive whiteboard sessions, hands �on graphing calculators, and

group projects that reinforce theoretical knowledge.

Key Algebra 2 Concepts Covered in AIIT 18

Below is a detailed breakdown of essential topics and how they interconnect within the AIIT 18 framework.

1. Quadratic Equations and Functions

Quadratics form the backbone of Algebra 2. Mastery of these equations enables students to model real �world

scenarios such as projectile motion, profit maximization, and population growth.

•  Standard Form – \(ax^2 + bx + c = 0\)

•  Vertex Form – \(y = a(x-h)^2 + k\)

•  Factoring Techniques – Grouping, difference of squares, and the quadratic formula.

•  Graphing Parabolas – Determining vertex, axis of symmetry, and intercepts.

2. Polynomial Functions

Polynomials extend beyond quadratics, allowing for more complex modeling. Understanding their behavior is crucial

for graphing and solving higher �degree equations.

•  Degree and Leading Coefficient – Predicting end behavior.

•  Zeros and Multiplicities – Identifying points of intersection with the x �axis.

•  Rational Root Theorem – Testing potential rational zeros.

•  Polynomial Division – Synthetic and long division for simplifying expressions.

3. Rational Expressions

Rational expressions involve fractions with polynomials in both the numerator and denominator. They appear

frequently in AIIT 18 when solving real �world problems.

•  Domain Restrictions – Avoiding division by zero.

•  Operations – Adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing rational expressions.

•  Solving Rational Equations – Cross �multiplication and checking extraneous solutions.

4. Exponential and Logarithmic Functions

These functions model growth and decay processes. AIIT 18 emphasizes their practical applications and the ability

to switch between the two forms.

•  Exponential Growth/Decay – \(y = a \cdot b^x\)

•  Logarithmic Equations – \(\log_b(x) = y\)

•  Change of Base Formula – Converting between logarithmic bases.

•  Solving for Variables – Isolating the exponent or argument.

5. Trigonometric Functions and Graphing

Graphing trig functions is a cornerstone of AIIT 18. Students learn to interpret transformations and apply them to

real �world scenarios such as waves, seasons, and oscillations.

•  Basic Functions – Sine, cosine, tangent, and their reciprocals.

•  Amplitude, Period, Phase Shift – Understanding how these parameters shape the graph.

•  Domain and Range – Determining valid input and output values.

•  Composite Functions – Combining trigonometric functions with linear or polynomial expressions.



Graphing Trigonometric Functions: A Step �by �Step Approach

Graphing trig functions can seem daunting, but with a systematic method, students can master it quickly. Below is a

practical guide that aligns with AIIT 18 expectations.

Step 1: Identify the Function Type

Determine whether you’re working with sine, cosine, or tangent. Each has distinct characteristics:

•  Sine – Starts at the origin.

•  Cosine – Starts at the maximum point.

•  Tangent – Vertical asymptotes at \(x = \frac{\pi}{2} + k\pi\).

Step 2: Extract Key Parameters

For a general form \(y = A \cdot \sin(Bx + C) + D\), identify:

•  Amplitude (A) – Height from the centerline to the peak.

•  Period (T) – \(T = \frac{2\pi}{|B|}\).

•  Phase Shift (C) – Horizontal shift, calculated as \(-\frac{C}{B}\).

•  Vertical Shift (D) – Moves the graph up or down.

Step 3: Plot the Midline

Draw a horizontal line at \(y = D\). This is the function’s centerline.

Step 4: Mark the Amplitude

From the midline, move up \(A\) units to mark the maximum, and down \(A\) units to mark the minimum.

Step 5: Determine the Period and Phase Shift

Using the period \(T\), calculate the width of one complete cycle. Apply the phase shift to adjust the starting point.

Step 6: Plot Key Points

Plot points at intervals of \(\frac{T}{4}\) to capture the peak, trough, and zeros.

Step 7: Sketch the Curve

Connect the points smoothly, ensuring the curve follows the correct shape for the specific trig function.

Sample Graphing Problems for AIIT 18

Practice is essential. Here are three sample problems with step �by �step solutions.

Problem 1: Graph \(y = 2 \sin(3x - \frac{\pi}{4}) + 1\)

•  Amplitude = 2

•  Period = \(\frac{2\pi}{3}\)

•  Phase Shift = \(\frac{\pi}{12}\) to the right

•  Vertical Shift = 1 upward

Plot the midline at \(y=1\), mark the amplitude, calculate the period, and apply the phase shift. The resulting graph

will have peaks at \(y=3\) and troughs at \(y=-1\).

Problem 2: Determine the domain of \(y = \tan\left(\frac{x}{2}\right)\)

The tangent function has vertical asymptotes where the denominator of the sine or cosine becomes zero. For \(y =

\tan\left(\frac{x}{2}\right)\), asymptotes occur at \(\frac{x}{2} = \frac{\pi}{2} + k\pi\). Solving for \(x\) gives \(x = \pi +



2k\pi\). Therefore, the domain is all real numbers except \(x = \pi + 2k\pi\).

Problem 3: Sketch \(y = -\cos(x) - 3\)

•  Amplitude = 1 (negative sign flips the graph vertically).

•  Period = \(2\pi\).

•  Phase Shift = 0 (no horizontal shift).

•  Vertical Shift = -3.

Plot the midline at \(y=-3\). The graph starts at the maximum point at \((0, -2)\) and follows the standard cosine

shape, but flipped downward.

Effective Study Strategies for AIIT 18

Success in Algebra 2 hinges on disciplined study habits. Mrs. Smith recommends the following strategies:

1. Active Note �Taking

During lectures, jot down key formulas, example steps, and common pitfalls. Use color �coded pens to differentiate

between concepts such as “Factoring” and “Quadratic Formula.”

2. Practice Regularly

Set aside 30 minutes each day for problem sets. Use the AIIT 18 workbook, online quizzes, and past exam papers.

Consistent practice builds muscle memory and confidence.

3. Form Study Groups

Collaborate
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