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Unlocking Algebra 1 Unit 2: A Complete Guide to Functions and Relations 
Homework

When you open the Algebra 1 Unit 2 homework packet, the first thing that often catches your eye is the title: 

Functions and Relations. For many students, this marks the beginning of a deeper understanding of how

numbers interact, how patterns form, and how real �world scenarios can be translated into mathematical language.

Whether you’re a student tackling the packet for the first time, a parent helping a child, or a tutor looking for a

refresher, this article walks you through every step of the process.

We’ll break down the core concepts, provide practical strategies for solving problems, highlight common pitfalls,

and offer a set of sample questions that mirror the style of your homework packet. By the end, you’ll not only feel

confident completing the assignments but also appreciate how functions and relations lay the foundation for

advanced mathematics.

What Is a Function? Understanding the Basics

A functionis a rule that assigns exactly one output value to each input value. Think of it as a machine: you feed it

an input (x), and it produces an output (y). The key point is that for a given input, there is only one output.

•  Example: The rule f(x) = x + 3 takes any number x and adds 3 to it. If you input 5, the output is 8.

•  Not a Function: The rule g(x) = ±"�x is not a function because for some inputs (e.g., x = 4) there are two 

possible outputs (+2 and –2).

In Algebra 1 Unit 2, you’ll encounter different types of functions—linear, quadratic, and more. Each type has its own

characteristics and graph shapes.

Common Types of Functions Covered in Unit 2

1.  Linear Functions – Straight lines, described by equations of the form y = mx + b.

2.  Quadratic Functions – Parabolas, described by equations of the form y = ax² + bx + c.

3.  Absolute Value Functions – V-shaped graphs, described by equations of the form y = a|x| + b.

4.  Piecewise Functions – Functions defined by different rules over different intervals.

Understanding the properties of each type will help you solve the homework packet’s variety of problems.

Relations: When the Output Is Not Unique

A relationis any set of ordered pairs (x, y). Unlike functions, relations allow multiple y-values for a single x-value. In

the homework packet, you’ll see examples of relations that are not functions, and you’ll need to identify whether a

given set is a function.

•  Graphical Test: If a vertical line intersects the graph more than once, the relation is not a function (Vertical 

Line Test).

•  Set Test: If an input appears more than once with different outputs, it’s not a function.

Interpreting Function Notation



Function notation can be confusing at first, but it’s simply a shorthand to refer to the output of a rule for a specific

input. For example, if f(x) = 2x – 5, then f(3) = 2(3) – 5 = 1.

Key points to remember:

•  Substitution: Replace the variable in the function’s expression with the given input.

•  Domain and Range: The set of all possible inputs (domain) and outputs (range) can be found by analyzing the 

function’s graph or expression.

•  Composite Functions: Combining two functions, e.g., (f "� g)(x) = f(g(x)).

Practice Substitution

1.  Given h(x) = 3x² – 2x + 1, find h(4).

2.  Given k(x) = "�(x + 5), find k(9).

Answers:

•  h(4) = 3(4)² – 2(4) + 1 = 3(16) – 8 + 1 = 48 – 8 + 1 = 41.

•  k(9) = "�(9 + 5) = "�14 "H 3.74.

Graphing Functions: Visualizing Relationships

Graphs turn algebraic equations into visual representations, making patterns easier to spot. In Unit 2, you’ll practice

graphing linear and quadratic functions, identifying key features such as intercepts, slopes, and vertexes.

Linear Functions

Equation: y = mx + b

•  Slope (m): The rate of change; rise over run.

•  Y �Intercept (b): Where the line crosses the y �axis.

Quadratic Functions

Equation: y = ax² + bx + c

•  Vertex: The highest or lowest point, depending on the sign of a.

•  Axis of Symmetry: The vertical line passing through the vertex, given by x = –b/(2a).

•  Direction: Opens upward if a > 0, downward if a

Absolute Value Functions

Equation: y = a|x| + b

•  Graph is a V �shape, with the point of the V at (0, b).

•  For a > 0, the arms open upward; for a

Solving Function Problems in Your Homework Packet

Problems in the packet usually involve a mix of substitution, graph interpretation, and solving for unknowns. Here’s

a step �by �step approach:

1.  Read Carefully: Identify the function type and the specific question (e.g., “Find the y �intercept,” “Determine the 

domain,” “Solve for x when y = 10”).

2.  Write the Equation: If the problem gives a rule, write it down. If it gives a graph, estimate key points.

3.  Apply the Formula: Use substitution or algebraic manipulation to solve for the desired value.

4.  Check Your Work: Verify that your answer satisfies the original equation or graph conditions.



Example Problem from the Packet

Problem: A linear function is given by f(x) = 4x – 7. Find the value of f(3) and determine the slope and y �intercept.

Solution:

•  Substitution: f(3) = 4(3) – 7 = 12 – 7 = 5.

•  Slope (m): 4.

•  Y �Intercept (b): –7.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even experienced students can fall into traps. Here are some frequent errors and how to prevent them:

•  Mixing Up Variables: Always keep the input variable consistent. If the function is g(t) = 2t + 1, never plug in an 

x �value.

•  Ignoring Domain Restrictions: For functions like f(x) = "�(x – 3), the domain is x "e 3. Trying to evaluate f(2) is 

invalid.

•  Misreading the Vertical Line Test: A graph might look like a line but has a loop; check carefully.

•  Forgetting Negative Signs: When simplifying, watch for double negatives or sign errors.

Tips for Tackling the Algebra 1 Unit 2 Homework Packet

1.  Organize Your Workspace: Keep a clear sheet for each problem type—substitution, graphing, solving 

equations.

2.  Use a Calculator Wisely: For complex numbers or radicals, a calculator saves time, but always double �check 

by hand.

3.  Practice with Sample Problems: The more problems you solve, the more patterns you’ll recognize.

4.  Review Class Notes: Revisit the teacher’s examples; they often mirror the packet’s style.

5.  Ask for Clarification: If a problem seems ambiguous, don’t hesitate to ask your teacher or peers.

Sample Homework Packet Problems

1.  Substitution: If h(x) = 5x² – 3x + 2, find h(–2).

2.  Graphing: Sketch the graph of f(x) = –2|x| + 4 and identify the vertex.

3.  Domain Identification: Determine the domain of g(x) = 1/(x + 1).

4.  Function Verification: Is the relation {(1, 2), (2, 3), (1, 4)} a function? Explain.

5.  Composite Functions: If f(x) = 3x – 1 and g(x) = x², find (f "� g)(2).

Answers:

•  h(–2) = 5(–2)² – 3(–2) + 2 = 5(4) + 6 + 2 = 20 + 6 + 2 = 28.

•  Graph of –2|x| + 4: Vertex at (0, 4); arms open downward with slope –2 on the right and +2 on the left.

•  Domain of 1/(x + 1): All real numbers except x = –1.

•  Relation is not a function: Input 1 maps to two outputs (2 and 4).

•  (f "� g)(2) = f(g(2)) = f(4) = 3(4) – 1 = 11.

Beyond the Packet: Building a Strong Foundation

Mastering functions and relations in Algebra 1 Unit 2 isn’t just
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