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Alfa Romeo 159 1.9 JTD: A Comprehensive Guide to the User Manual and 
MG B Manual JLG

When you first slide into the cabin of an Alfa Romeo 159, the sleek Italian styling and the unmistakable rumble of

the 1.9 JTD engine capture your imagination. Yet, beyond the aesthetic allure lies a wealth of practical information

that every driver, mechanic, or enthusiast should master. This guide dives deep into the Alfa Romeo 159 1.9 JTD

user manual, explores the intricacies of the MG B Manual JLG, and offers a step �by �step walkthrough of

maintenance, troubleshooting, and everyday driving tips. Whether you’re a brand �new owner or a seasoned

collector, this resource will help you navigate the car’s features, keep it running smoothly, and unlock the full

potential of this iconic model.
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1. Overview of the Alfa Romeo 159 1.9 /JTD

The Alfa Romeo 159, introduced in 2005, represented the brand’s bold move into the executive car segment.

Designed by Pininfarina, the 159 combined Italian flair with functional performance. The 1.9 JTD (Jet Turbodiesel)

variant, available from 2006 to 2011, delivered a balance of torque, fuel efficiency, and low emissions.

•  Body Style: 4 �door saloon and 5 �door station wagon.

•  Engine: 1.9 /L, 4 �cyl, common �rail diesel.

•  Power Output: 110 /hp (81 /kW) – 140 /hp (103 /kW) depending on tuning.

•  Torque: 320–350 /Nm (236–258 /lb �ft).

•  Transmission: 5 �speed manual (standard) or 6 �speed automatic.

•  Fuel Economy: 5.3–6.3 /L/100 /km (depending on drive type).

Beyond numbers, the 159’s cabin showcases a blend of leather upholstery, wood trim, and a driver �centric

dashboard. The 1.9 /JTD engine’s low �rpm torque makes it ideal for city driving and highway cruising alike.

2. Engine and Powertrain Explained

The 1.9 JTD engine is a marvel of modern diesel engineering. It uses a common �rail fuel injection system,

turbocharging, and a 12 �valve cylinder head. Below is a detailed breakdown:

2.1 Common �Rail Fuel Injection



Unlike older diesel engines that relied on mechanical injection, the common �rail system delivers fuel at high

pressure (up to 2,000 bar). This allows for precise timing and multiple injection pulses per combustion cycle,

reducing noise and emissions.

2.2 Turbocharging and Intercooling

The engine features a single turbocharger paired with an intercooler. The intercooler cools the compressed air,

increasing its density and consequently the engine’s power output. This setup also helps lower the intake

temperature, improving combustion efficiency.

2.3 Emission Controls

To meet Euro 4 and Euro 5 regulations, the 1.9 JTD incorporates a diesel particulate filter (DPF) and selective

catalytic reduction (SCR) system. These systems capture soot and convert nitrogen oxides into harmless nitrogen

and water.

2.4 Transmission Variants

•  5 �Speed Manual: Offers direct driver engagement and is the most common in the 159 lineup.

•  6 �Speed Automatic: Provides smoother gear changes and is favored for highway use.

Both transmissions are paired with a robust 4 �wheel drive option in some markets, enhancing traction in adverse

weather.

3. User Manual Essentials

Understanding the user manual is essential for safe operation and optimal maintenance. The Alfa Romeo 159 user

manual covers everything from basic controls to advanced diagnostics.

3.1 Dashboard and Controls

The dashboard layout follows a minimalist yet functional design. Key features include:

•  Instrument Cluster: Digital readouts for speed, RPM, fuel level, and engine temperature.

•  Steering Wheel Controls: Audio, cruise control, and voice command buttons.

•  Gear Shift Lever: Manual or automatic mode selection.

•  Climate Controls: Multi �zone temperature settings.

3.2 Starting and Stopping Procedures

1.  Insert the key into the ignition slot.

2.  Press the brake pedal fully.

3.  Turn the key to the “ON” position; the engine will prime.

4.  For the automatic transmission, ensure the gear selector is in “P” (park).

5.  When ready, shift into “R” (reverse) or “D” (drive) and release the brake.

Always refer to the manual for specific variations based on model year.

3.3 Fueling and Tank Capacity

The 159 1.9 JTD has a fuel tank capacity of 60 L (15.9 gal). The manual recommends using premium diesel (grade

5) to maintain engine longevity. Overfilling can lead to fuel spillage and potential safety hazards.

3.4 Warning Lights and Fault Codes

Modern Alfa Romeo models come equipped with an on �board diagnostic (OBD �II) system. The user manual lists

common warning lights such as:



•  Check Engine (Engine Misfire)

•  Oil Pressure Low

•  Coolant Temperature High

•  Battery Charge Low

When a warning light illuminates, refer to the diagnostic section to identify the fault code and take appropriate

action.

4. MG B Manual JLG: What It Means for You

MG B Manual JLG refers to a specific manual transmission variant that is often found in certain 159 models,

especially in markets where MG (Morris Garages) branded components are used. While the core mechanical

layout remains the same, the MG B Manual JLG includes unique gear ratios and shift patterns that can affect

driving dynamics.

4.1 Gear Ratios Overview

MG B Manual JLG typically offers the following gear ratios:

1.  1st: 3.86

2.  2nd: 2.15

3.  3rd: 1.42

4.  4th: 1.00

5.  5th: 0.72

6.  Reverse: 3.86

These ratios provide a balanced mix of acceleration and fuel efficiency.

4.2 Shift Pattern and Engagement

Unlike some European manuals that use a H �shaped pattern, the MG B Manual JLG follows a linear shift layout.

This simplifies gear selection, especially for drivers accustomed to American or Asian vehicles. The manual

emphasizes a “smooth, progressive” shift style to minimize wear on clutch components.

4.3 Maintenance Tips Specific to MG B Manual JLG

•  Check the clutch fluid level quarterly; replace every 50,000 /km.

•  Inspect the shift forks for wear after every 20,000 /km.

•  Use high �quality synthetic oil (5W �40) recommended by Alfa Romeo.

Following these guidelines ensures longevity and preserves the transmission’s performance.

5. Routine Maintenance Checklist

Regular maintenance is the key to keeping the Alfa Romeo 159 1.9 JTD running reliably. Below is a detailed

checklist that aligns with the user manual’s recommendations.

5.1 Daily Checks

•  Verify tire pressure is within the manufacturer’s specifications.

•  Inspect brake pads and rotors for wear.

•  Check all fluid levels: engine oil, coolant, brake fluid, and power steering.

•  Ensure the battery terminals are clean and tight.

5.2 Monthly Maintenance



•  Replace the engine oil and filter (every 5,000 /km or 3 /months, whichever comes first).

•  Inspect the air filter; replace if dirty.

•  Check the condition of the drive belts and tensioners.

•  Test the horn, lights, and wipers for proper operation.

5.3 Quarterly Service

•  Replace the DPF cleaning fluid (if applicable).

•  Inspect the turbocharger for oil leaks.

•  Check the timing belt/chain tension.

•  Flush the coolant system and replace coolant.

5.4 Bi �Annual or 60,000 /km Service

•  Replace the clutch hydraulic fluid (for manual transmissions).

•  Inspect and replace the fuel filter.

•  Check the steering rack and suspension bushings.

•  Update the vehicle’s software (if applicable).

5.5 Annual Service

•  Full inspection of the braking system.

•  Replace the transmission fluid (manual or automatic).

•  Check the battery health and replace if necessary.

•  Verify the integrity of all electrical connections.

6. Common Issues & Troubleshooting Guide

Even the most reliable vehicles can encounter hiccups. Below are common problems specific to the 159 1.9 JTD

and the MG B Manual JLG, along with practical solutions.

6.1 Engine Misfires

Symptoms: Rough idle, loss of power, and a check engine light.

•  Cause: Faulty injector, low fuel pressure, or clogged DPF.

•  Fix: Replace the injector, clean the DPF, or have a professional inspect fuel pressure.

6.2 Transmission Slippage

Symptoms: Gear shifts
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