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Introduction

When you own an Alfa Romeo 147 Selespeed, you’re not just driving a car—you’re enjoying a piece of Italian 

engineering that blends performance, style, and advanced technology. The Selespeed gearbox, a semi �automatic 

transmission that delivers the feel of a manual with the convenience of an automatic, is a unique component that 

demands specialized knowledge for upkeep and repair. That’s why the Alfa Romeo 147 Selespeed service 

manualis an indispensable resource. It’s more than a collection of diagrams; it’s a roadmap that helps you keep

your vehicle running smoothly, diagnose issues accurately, and preserve the car’s resale value.

In this comprehensive guide, we’ll dive into every aspect of the service manual: what it covers, where to find it, how

to use it effectively, and the common maintenance challenges specific to the 147 Selespeed. Whether you’re a

seasoned mechanic or a DIY enthusiast, this article will equip you with the knowledge to make the most of your

Alfa Romeo’s service manual and keep your car in top shape for years to come.

Understanding the Alfa Romeo 147 Selespeed

Vehicle Overview

The Alfa Romeo 147, produced between 2000 and 2007, was available in several body styles—hatchback, sedan,

and wagon—each offering the brand’s signature Italian flair. The Selespeed option, introduced in 2003, was Alfa

Romeo’s answer to the growing demand for a smooth yet engaging driving experience. Unlike traditional

automatics, the Selespeed combines a manual gearbox with an automated clutch, allowing the driver to shift gears

manually or let the system handle the transitions.

Selespeed Transmission

The Selespeed system uses a hydraulic clutch that is controlled by a computer. Shifting is achieved through a gear

selector on the steering wheel, and the transmission can operate in either manual or automatic mode. Because this

gearbox relies on precise hydraulic pressure and electronic control, any minor issue—such as a leak in the

hydraulic line or a fault in the electronic control unit—can lead to noticeable performance problems. That’s why a

dedicated service manual is essential for diagnosing and fixing these issues.

Why a Service Manual Matters

Maintenance Planning

A well �structured service manual provides a schedule of recommended service intervals—oil changes, filter

replacements, fluid checks, and more. By following these guidelines, you can prevent major failures and extend the

lifespan of critical components like the Selespeed transmission.

Troubleshooting

When something goes wrong, the manual offers diagnostic procedures, fault code explanations, and step �by �step

repair instructions. Instead of guessing or relying on generic forums, you’ll have a reliable source of information

that’s tailored to the Alfa Romeo 147’s specific systems.



Warranty & Resale

Keeping a detailed service history backed by the original manual demonstrates that the vehicle has been properly

maintained. This can be a strong selling point if you decide to sell the car, and it may also help you maintain any

remaining warranty coverage.

Where to Find the Alfa Romeo 147 Selespeed Service Manual

Official Dealerships

Dealerships are the most authoritative source for a genuine service manual. You can order a hard copy or a digital

PDF directly from Alfa Romeo’s official parts and service department. While this option can be pricey, it guarantees

that you receive the latest revision and accurate information.

Online PDFs

Many automotive forums and enthusiast sites host scanned PDFs of the service manual. These files are often free,

but you should verify that they are complete and up �to �date. Look for a version that matches your vehicle’s year,

engine code, and Selespeed variant.

Third �Party Vendors

Companies like Alfa Romeo Service Manuals and AlfaRomeoManuals.comsell both PDF and print versions. They

usually offer a range of revisions, so you can choose the one that best matches your car’s configuration.

Libraries & Archive Sites

Some public libraries and university collections maintain automotive service manuals in their archives. If you prefer

a physical copy, check with your local library to see if they have the Alfa Romeo 147 Selespeed manual in their

catalog.

Key Sections of the Service Manual

Safety Precautions

Before you begin any repair, the manual starts with safety warnings—proper lifting procedures, electrical

precautions, and handling hazardous fluids. Ignoring these can lead to injury or damage.

Technical Specifications

This section lists engine displacement, power output, torque curves, and transmission ratios. It also includes critical

data like coolant capacity, oil viscosity, and recommended tire pressures.

Engine & Transmission

Detailed instructions for inspecting, servicing, and repairing the engine and the Selespeed gearbox. It covers

everything from oil changes to clutch hydraulic system diagnostics.

Electrical Systems

Wiring diagrams, sensor locations, and fault code definitions help you troubleshoot the car’s complex electronics,

such as the engine management system and the Selespeed control module.

Body & Interior

Guidelines for checking body panels, interior trim, and HVAC components. This section also addresses common

cosmetic issues like paint touch �ups and upholstery care.



Service Intervals

Tabulated schedules for routine maintenance: oil changes, filter replacements, brake fluid checks, and more. The

manual also lists recommended service intervals for the Selespeed transmission fluid.

Troubleshooting & Fault Codes

Step �by �step diagnostic flows for common problems, along with a list of diagnostic trouble codes (DTCs) and their

meanings.

How to Use the Manual Effectively

Reading the Index

Start with the index to locate the exact page number for the component or procedure you need. The manual is

organized by system, so you can quickly jump to the engine, transmission, or electrical sections.

Using the Glossary

Technical jargon can be confusing. The glossary explains terms like “hydraulic clutch,” “torque converter,” and

“ECU,” making it easier to understand the instructions.

Following Diagrams & Wiring Schematics

Visual aids are crucial for complex repairs. The manual includes exploded diagrams, wiring schematics, and

cross �sectional views that help you identify parts and understand how they connect.

Recording Service History

Keep a log of every service performed, including the date, mileage, and parts replaced. This record, combined with

the manual’s recommended intervals, ensures you never miss a critical maintenance task.

Common Issues with Alfa Romeo 147 Selespeed

Transmission Problems

Typical symptoms include delayed gear engagement, shuddering, or a “shift stuck” warning. The manual details

how to check hydraulic fluid levels, inspect the hydraulic lines, and test the clutch solenoid.

Engine Misfires

Misfires can stem from faulty spark plugs, ignition coils, or fuel injectors. The service manual outlines the proper

diagnostic tests and replacement procedures.

Electrical Glitches

Issues such as intermittent power loss, dashboard warning lights, or sensor failures are addressed in the electrical

section. The manual includes wiring diagrams to trace faults and instructions for testing each sensor.

Cooling System

Overheating or coolant leaks can be traced back to the radiator, water pump, or thermostat. The manual provides a

step �by �step coolant flush and leak detection process.

DIY vs Professional Service

DIY-Friendly Tasks

•  Oil and filter changes



•  Replacing spark plugs and ignition coils

•  Flushing the coolant system

•  Inspecting and replacing brake pads

When to Call a Pro

•  Transmission fluid changes for Selespeed

•  Electrical diagnostics involving the ECU

•  Major body work or structural repairs

•  High �pressure fuel system service

Maintaining the Selespeed Transmission

Fluid Change Schedule

The Selespeed gearbox requires a specific transmission fluid—usually a high �performance automatic transmission

fluid (ATF) rated for Selespeed. The manual recommends a fluid change every 30,000 miles (48,000 km) or 36

months, whichever comes first.

Shift Pattern

Understanding the shift pattern—whether you’re in manual or automatic mode—helps you detect irregularities

early. The manual provides a table of shift points and gear ratios.

Common Wear Points

Key components that often wear out include the hydraulic clutch plates, the pressure plate, and the clutch solenoid.

Regular inspections can catch early signs of wear, preventing costly replacements.

Safety Tips While Working on Your Alfa Romeo 147

Proper Lifting Equipment

Always use a floor jack and jack stands. Never rely solely on the jack for support, as it can fail and cause the

vehicle to fall.

Handling Fluids

Wear gloves and eye protection when dealing with oil, coolant, or transmission fluid. Dispose of used fluids in

accordance with local regulations.

Electrical Safety

Disconnect the battery before working on electrical components. Use a multimeter to verify that power is off before

touching wiring.

Frequently Asked Questions

How often should I change the oil?

For most Alfa Romeo 147 engines, the manual recommends an oil change every 5,000 miles (8,000 km) or six

months, whichever comes first. However, if you drive in heavy traffic or harsh conditions, consider changing oil

more frequently.

Can I use aftermarket parts?

While aftermarket parts can be cheaper, they may not always match the quality and fit of OEM components. The
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