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Unlocking the Melodic Secrets of Alan Walker’s “Faded”: A Complete Guitar 
Chords Guide

Alan Walker’s 2015 single “Faded” quickly became a global anthem, celebrated for its haunting synth lines, 

emotional lyrics, and soaring vocal hook. While the track is often associated with electronic dance music, its 

underlying chord structure is surprisingly straightforward—making it an ideal piece for guitarists of all skill levels. 

Whether you’re a beginner eager to learn your first pop �style chords or an intermediate player looking to expand 

your repertoire, this guide will walk you through every nuance of the song’s guitar chords, provide practical playing 

tips, and introduce a powerful resource: the guitar chords explorer. By the end, you’ll not only be able to play

“Faded” confidently but also gain a deeper understanding of chord construction and progression that will serve you

across countless other songs.

Who Is Alan Walker and Why “Faded” Matters

Born in Norway, Alan Walker rose to international fame with the 2015 release of “Faded.” The track blends melodic

pop with a touch of deep house, featuring a memorable piano riff that has become iconic. Its lyrical themes of

longing and loss resonate with listeners worldwide, while the minimalistic production allows the melody to shine.

For guitarists, “Faded” offers a clean, open arrangement that showcases how simple chord progressions can create

an emotional impact. The song’s popularity has also led to a plethora of online tutorials, sheet music, and chord

charts—making it an excellent study piece for those who want to master contemporary pop structures.

Understanding the Core Chords of “Faded”

At its heart, “Faded” relies on a four �chord loop that repeats throughout the verse, pre �chorus, and chorus. The

progression uses the key of F minor, but many guitarists play it in the relative major (A&m major) to simplify finger

positioning. The primary chords are:

•  F&m (E&m)

•  B&mm

•  G&m

•  C&m (B)

When transposed to A&m major, these chords become:

•  A&m

•  E&mm

•  C

•  F

These four chords form a classic I–vi–IV–V pattern in the key of A&m major, a progression widely used in pop and rock

music for its satisfying resolution.

Chord Shapes for the Guitar: Easy and Advanced Options



Below you’ll find two sets of chord diagrams: the simplest open �chord shapes and the more advanced barre or

power �chord variations. Choose the style that best matches your skill level and the sound you want to achieve.

Open �Chord Shapes (Beginner Friendly)

A&m (open shape)– 4th fret, bar the 5th and 6th strings with your index finger, place your ring finger on the 6th string

7th fret, and your pinky on the 5th string 7th fret.

E&mm (open shape)– 3rd fret, bar the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd strings with your index finger, place your ring finger on the

5th string 5th fret, and your pinky on the 4th string 5th fret.

C (open shape)– 3rd fret, bar the 2nd and 3rd strings with your index finger, place your ring finger on the 5th

string 5th fret, and your pinky on the 4th string 5th fret.

F (open shape)– 1st fret, bar the 1st and 2nd strings with your index finger, place your ring finger on the 3rd string

3rd fret, and your pinky on the 4th string 3rd fret.

Barre and Power �Chord Variations (Intermediate and Advanced)

For a more cohesive and punchy sound, many guitarists prefer barre or power �chord shapes that allow for easier

transitions and a tighter rhythm section. Below are two common variations:

1.  Barre Chords (E �shape)

A&m – 4th fret, E �shape barre across all strings.

2.  E&mm – 3rd fret, E �shape barre.

3.  C – 8th fret, E �shape barre.

4.  F – 1st fret, E �shape barre.

•  A&m5 – 4th fret on the 6th and 5th strings.

•  E&m5 – 3rd fret on the 6th and 5th strings.

•  C5 – 8th fret on the 6th and 5th strings.

•  F5 – 1st fret on the 6th and 5th strings.

How to Transition Between Chords Smoothly

“Faded” uses a repetitive loop, which means you’ll be switching between the same four chords over and over. The

key to mastering this is to focus on finger placement and minimal movement. Here are a few tips:

•  Finger Positioning: Keep your fingers close to the fretboard; the less distance they travel, the faster you can 

change chords.

•  Use a Metronome: Start at 90 BPM, then gradually increase to the song’s tempo (about 104 BPM). This helps 

build muscle memory.

•  Chord Switching Drill: Practice switching from A&m to E&mm, then to C, and finally to F. Repeat this sequence until 

you can do it without looking at the fretboard.

•  Strumming Pattern: A simple down �down �up �up �down �up pattern works well for the rhythm section of “Faded.” 

Adjust the dynamics to match the vocal intensity.

Adding Texture: The Role of the Bass Line

While the chords provide the harmonic foundation, the bass line adds depth and movement. On guitar, you can

emulate the bass by playing the root notes on the low E and A strings. For example:



1.  Play the 4th fret of the low E string (A&m) for the A&m chord.

2.  Play the 3rd fret of the low E string (E&m) for the E&mm chord.

3.  Play the 8th fret of the low E string (C) for the C chord.

4.  Play the 1st fret of the low E string (F) for the F chord.

Incorporating these bass notes into your strumming or picking pattern will give the song a fuller, more authentic

sound.

Using a Guitar Chords Explorer to Enhance Your Learning

Modern guitarists benefit from digital tools that streamline chord discovery and practice. One such resource is a 

guitar chords explorer, an interactive web or app-based platform that lets you:

•  Visualize chord shapes on a virtual fretboard.

•  Hear audio samples of each chord in various keys.

•  Adjust the capo position to match your vocal range.

•  Export chord charts and progressions for offline use.

When studying “Faded,” a guitar chords explorer can help you experiment with transpositions. For instance, if the

original key feels too low for your voice, you can move the chords up a half �step or a whole step and instantly see

the new finger positions. This flexibility makes the song more accessible to a broader range of players.

Top Features to Look For in a Chords Explorer

1.  Chord Library: A comprehensive collection that includes major, minor, seventh, and suspended chords.

2.  Playback Speed Control: Slow down the chord progression to practice at a comfortable pace.

3.  Customizable Progressions: Build your own chord sequences and save them for later reference.

4.  Integration with DAWs: Export MIDI files that you can import into your digital audio workstation.

5.  Community Sharing: Share your custom chord charts with other users.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Even seasoned players can fall into pitfalls when learning “Faded.” Here are some common errors and practical

solutions:

•  Over �strumming: The original track relies on subtle rhythmic dynamics. Use a pick with a moderate attack to 

avoid sounding too aggressive.

•  Wrong Fingerings: Double �check your chord shapes; misplacing a single finger can alter the entire chord’s 

tonality.

•  Ignoring the Song’s Structure: “Faded” has distinct sections (verse, pre �chorus, chorus, bridge). Practice each 

section separately before stitching them together.

•  Skipping Warm �ups: A proper warm �up prevents strain. Spend 5–10 minutes on finger stretches and basic 

chord transitions before tackling the full song.

Advanced Techniques: Adding Your Own Flair

Once you’re comfortable with the basic chords, you can elevate your rendition by incorporating advanced

techniques:

1. Arpeggiated Strumming

Instead of a flat strum, try picking each string individually in a rhythmic pattern. For example, play the root note first,

then the third, and finish with the fifth. This creates a more intricate, almost piano �like texture.



2. Hammer �Ons and Pull �Offs

During the chord transitions, add hammer �ons and pull �offs on the open strings to create a smooth, flowing feel. For

instance, when moving from A&m to E&mm, hammer on the 4th string 4th fret, then pull off to the open 4th string before

switching chords.

3. Palm Muting for Dynamics

Use palm muting on the lower strings during the verses to give a subtle percussive effect. This technique adds

depth without overpowering the vocal line.

4. Capo Placement for Vocal Range

If the original key is too low or high for your voice, place a capo on the 2nd or 3rd fret and use the open chord

shapes. This keeps the chord shapes familiar while adjusting the pitch.

Practice Routine: From Beginner to Pro

Consistency is key to mastering “Faded.” Here’s a structured practice routine you can follow:

1.  Day 1–3: Focus on individual chord shapes. Practice each chord for 5 minutes, ensuring clean finger 

placement.
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