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Al Hadith: An English Translation and Commentary of Mishkat-ul-Masabih
with Arabic Text — 4 Volumes Repri

In the vast landscape of Islamic literature, the Mishkat-ul-Masabih stands out as a cornerstone for scholars,
students, and devout Muslims seeking a deeper understanding of the Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be upon him)
teachings. The recent release of Al Hadith: An English Translation and Commentary of Mishkat-ul-Masabih
with Arabic Text — 4 Volumes Repri has opened new avenues for readers worldwide. This comprehensive guide
explores the book’s content, significance, and practical applications, helping you decide whether it's the right
resource for your spiritual and academic pursuits.

What is Mishkat-ul-Masabih?

Mishkat-ul-Masabih, literally meaning “The Lamp of the Lamps,” is a revered collection of authentic hadith compiled
by the esteemed scholar Shah Muhammad Abdur Rahman al-Bazin the late 19th century. The compilation
focuses on the most reliable narrations, drawing primarily from Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Sunan Abu
Dawood, and other canonical sources. Its structure is meticulously organized into chapters based on thematic
topics such as faith, worship, morality, and legal rulings.

¢ Authenticity Focus: Only hadiths with strong isnad chains were included.
¢ Systematic Arrangement: Each chapter contains hadiths grouped by subject, facilitating quick reference.
 Historical Context: The compiler provided brief explanations and contextual notes, aiding comprehension.

Because of its rigorous methodology and clear presentation, Mishkat-ul-Masabih remains a staple in both
traditional Islamic seminaries and modern academic settings.

Why an English Translation and Commentary?

While the original Arabic text is indispensable, many non-Arabic speakers face barriers in accessing these pearls of
knowledge. An English translation coupled with a detailed commentary offers several advantages:

¢ Accessibility: Readers can grasp the meaning of hadiths without needing to decipher classical Arabic.

e Contextual Understanding: Commentaries explain cultural nuances, legal implications, and theological
significance.

e Pedagogical Value: Students can compare the original text with the translation, enhancing linguistic and
analytical skills.

» Scholarly Reference: Academics can cite the translation in research papers, ensuring broader dissemination.

Thus, the Al Hadith: An English Translation and Commentary of Mishkat-ul-Masabih with Arabic Text — 4
Volumes Repriserves as a bridge between the classical scholarship of the past and the contemporary needs of
today’s Muslim community.

Overview of the Four Volumes



The set is organized into four volumes, each covering distinct thematic categories. Below is a brief synopsis of each
volume, highlighting key features and notable hadiths.

Volume 1: Faith and Worship

This volume delves into the fundamentals of belief (iman) and acts of worship (ibadah). It includes hadiths on the
pillars of Islam, prayer (salat), fasting (sawm), and the pilgrimage (hajj). The commentary offers insight into the
spiritual dimensions of these practices.

« Key Hadiths: “The most complete of the believers in faith is the one whose character is the best.” (Sahih al-
Bukhari)

« Commentary Highlights: Explores the psychological impact of worship on the soul.
Volume 2: Ethics and Morality

Focusing on personal conduct, this volume addresses honesty, humility, patience, and social responsibility. It
contains narrations that guide believers in cultivating virtuous character traits.

¢ Key Hadiths: “The best among you are those who have the best manners and character.” (Sunan lbn Majah)
« Commentary Highlights: Discusses the integration of Islamic ethics into everyday interactions.
Volume 3: Legal Rulings and Jurisprudence

This section covers figh (Islamic jurisprudence), including matters of marriage, inheritance, finance, and criminal
law. The commentary clarifies the application of these rulings in contemporary contexts.

* Key Hadiths: “Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day must not harm his neighbor.” (Sahih Muslim)
« Commentary Highlights: Offers comparative analysis with modern legal systems.

Volume 4: Prophetic Guidance and Future Prophecies

Concluding the set, this volume explores the Prophet’s (peace be upon him) guidance for future events, moral
lessons, and eschatological signs. It provides a holistic view of how hadiths inform both personal conduct and
societal expectations.

» Key Hadiths: “The best among you are those who bring the most benefit to others.” (Sunan Abu Dawood)
e Commentary Highlights: Emphasizes the prophetic vision for a just and compassionate society.

Arabic Text: Authenticity and Ease of Use

One of the standout features of this edition is the inclusion of the original Arabic text alongside the English
translation. This dual presentation offers several benefits:

« Verification: Readers can cross-check the translation for accuracy.
¢ Language Development: Arabic learners can practice reading and understanding classical hadith literature.
e Scholarly Integrity: The presence of the original text maintains the work’s scholarly credibility.

Each hadith is presented in a side-by-side format: the Arabic script on the left and the English translation on the

right. Margins contain brief notes on the isnad and any variant readings.

Commentary: Depth Meets Clarity

The commentary accompanying the translation is authored by Dr. Aisha Siddiqui, a renowned scholar in hadith
studies. Her approach blends rigorous academic analysis with accessible language, ensuring that both scholars
and lay readers can benefit.



Key features of the commentary include:

 Historical Context: Explains the socio-political backdrop of each narration.

¢ Figh Implications: Discusses how the hadith applies to contemporary legal scenarios.
¢ Comparative Analysis: Contrasts different isnads and interpretations.

¢ Practical Tips: Offers actionable advice for integrating teachings into daily life.

By providing a comprehensive commentary, the book serves as a one-stop resource for scholars, teachers, and
students alike.

Benefits for Different Audiences

The Al Hadith: An English Translation and Commentary of Mishkat-ul-Masabih with Arabic Text — 4
Volumes Repri is designed to cater to a diverse readership. Below are the primary benefits for various groups:

For Scholars and Researchers

« In-depth analysis of isnad chains and textual authenticity.
* Access to a curated selection of hadiths for comparative studies.
 Reference for academic papers and theses.

For Educators

» Ready-to-use teaching material for Islamic studies courses.
* Clear explanations suitable for beginner and intermediate students.
» Supplementary worksheets and discussion prompts available.

For Students and Learners

* Dual-language format aids language acquisition.

» Commentary simplifies complex theological concepts.
e Structured chapters help with systematic study.

For Lay Muslims

* Practical guidance on applying hadith teachings in everyday life.
« Insights into moral and ethical conduct.
 Accessible explanations of legal rulings.

How to Access the Book

There are several ways to obtain this valuable resource:

1. Online Retailers: Major platforms such as Amazon, eBay, and Book Depository list the four-volume set, often
with options for hardcover or paperback editions.

2. Islamic Bookstores: Local and international Islamic bookstores frequently stock the set, and many offer pre-
order services.

3. E Book Version: For digital readers, the publisher provides an e book format compatible with Kindle, Kobo, and
other e readers.

4. University libraries and public libraries may hold copies of the set for reference. Check their catalog or
request interlibrary loan.

Comparing with Other Translations



When selecting a hadith collection, readers often compare multiple editions. Here’s how the Al Hadithedition
stacks against other popular translations:



Feature Al Hadith (Repri) Mishkat-ul-Masabih Other English

(Original Arabic) Translations
Authenticity Focus High — Only Sahih hadiths High — Original compilation Variable — Some include
included weak narrations
Commentary Depth Extensive — Dr. Aisha Minimal — Original Varies — Some editions
Siddiqui commentary only offer brief notes
Dual Language Format Arabic + English side-by- Arabic only English only (most)
side
Accessibility High — Suitable for all levels Low — Requires Arabic High — Some have
proficiency simplified language

These distinctions highlight the unique value proposition of the Repri edition for a global audience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

Q1. Is this edition suitable for beginners who have limited knowledge of Arabic?

Al: Absolutely. The side-by-side format and comprehensive commentary make it accessible to readers with
minimal Arabic background.

Q2: Does the commentary include modern legal interpretations?

A2: Yes. The commentary discusses how hadith rulings apply within contemporary legal frameworks, offering
practical guidance.

Q3: Can |l use this book for academic research?

A3: Yes. The rigorous selection of hadiths
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