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Introduction

In an era where the battlefield extends beyond physical territory into the realms of cyberspace, perception, and 

information, modern militaries must adapt their doctrines to address the evolving nature of conflict. One pivotal 

document that encapsulates this shift is the AJP 3-10 Allied Joint Doctrine for Information Operations. This

guide provides a comprehensive framework for planning, executing, and assessing information operations (IO)

across the joint force, ensuring that allied partners can operate cohesively in a complex, multi-domain environment.

By exploring the origins, principles, and practical applications of AJP 3-10, this article offers military professionals,

analysts, and scholars a deeper understanding of how information is weaponized and defended in contemporary

warfare.

Overview of AJP 3-10

Historical Context

The concept of information operations has roots in the Cold War, where propaganda, psychological operations

(PSYOP), and early cyber efforts were used to influence adversaries. However, the rapid digitization of society and

the proliferation of social media platforms necessitated a formalized doctrine that could guide joint and coalition

forces. In 2010, the U.S. Department of Defense, in collaboration with NATO allies, published AJP 3-10 to codify

best practices, clarify roles, and establish a shared vocabulary for IO. The doctrine was updated in 2015 and 2020

to reflect lessons learned from conflicts such as the 2014 Ukraine crisis and the 2021 �2022 Russian invasion of

Ukraine, where information warfare played a decisive role.

Purpose and Scope

AJP 3-10 serves multiple purposes: it defines IO, explains its integration with conventional military operations, and

outlines the responsibilities of various service components and coalition partners. The doctrine covers a broad

spectrum of activities, from cyber attacks and electronic warfare to strategic communications and public affairs. By

providing a unified framework, the document ensures that all stakeholders—army, navy, air force, special

operations, and intelligence agencies—can collaborate seamlessly, reducing duplication and increasing operational

effectiveness.

Core Concepts in AJP 3-10

Information Operations Defined

According to AJP 3-10, an information operation is a coordinated set of actions that influence, disrupt, corrupt, or

otherwise affect the decision-making of adversaries while protecting friendly information and ensuring the integrity

of one's own information environment. This definition encompasses both offensive and defensive measures across

the information spectrum, including:

•  Cyber operations

•  Electronic warfare

•  Psychological operations

•  Military deception



•  Strategic communications

•  Public affairs

•  Counter-information operations

Types of Operations Covered

The doctrine delineates eight primary IO functions, each with distinct objectives and techniques:

1.  Cyber Operations – Offensive and defensive actions in cyberspace to gain or maintain information superiority.

2.  Electronic Warfare (EW) – Interference, jamming, and exploitation of electromagnetic signals.

3.  Psychological Operations (PSYOP) – Targeted messaging to influence attitudes and behaviors.

4.  Military Deception (MILDEC) – Concealing true intentions and capabilities.

5.  Strategic Communications (STRATCOM) – Broad, long-term messaging to shape perceptions.

6.  Public Affairs (PA) – Managing the flow of information to the media and public.

7.  Counter-Information Operations (CIO) – Neutralizing or exploiting adversary IO.

8.  Information Assurance (IA) – Safeguarding friendly information assets.

Integrated Approach

AJP 3-10 emphasizes that IO must be integrated with all phases of the joint warfighting cycle. Rather than treating

IO as an afterthought, the doctrine insists on embedding information considerations into planning, execution, and

assessment. This integration ensures that IO supports strategic objectives, enhances force protection, and

mitigates risks associated with information leaks or adversary manipulation.

Key Principles and Doctrinal Framework

Jointness and Interoperability

The doctrine’s cornerstone is jointness—the seamless coordination of capabilities across services and coalition

partners. AJP 3-10 outlines a common command structure for IO, typically centered around a Joint Information

Operations Center (JIOC). This center coordinates intelligence, planning, and execution, ensuring that all actors

share a unified picture of the information environment.

Information Environment

Understanding the information environment is crucial. The doctrine defines it as “the collective set of information,

data, and communications that can be accessed, intercepted, or manipulated by actors.” By mapping this

environment, planners can identify critical nodes, vulnerabilities, and opportunities for influence.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

AJP 3-10 underscores the importance of compliance with domestic laws, international humanitarian law, and the

principles of proportionality and distinction. The doctrine provides guidance on how to conduct IO while respecting

civil liberties, protecting human rights, and maintaining legitimacy in the eyes of the international community.

Implementation in Joint Operations

Planning Process

Effective IO starts with meticulous planning. The doctrine recommends a five-step process:

1.  Define Objectives – Align IO goals with overarching mission objectives.

2.  Conduct Threat Analysis – Identify adversary capabilities and intent.

3.  Assess the Information Environment – Map key nodes, channels, and audiences.

4.  Develop IO Strategies – Select appropriate operations and allocate resources.



5.  Integrate into the Joint Operation Plan (JOP) – Ensure IO actions are synchronized with maneuver, fire 

support, and logistics.

Execution and Synchronization

During execution, the JIOC serves as the nerve center, coordinating real-time data feeds, directing cyber teams,

and managing communications assets. Synchronization is achieved through:

•  Shared situational awareness dashboards

•  Joint training exercises

•  Standardized communication protocols

•  Regular briefings and after-action reviews

Assessment and Adaptation

AJP 3-10 advocates for a continuous feedback loop. After each IO action, planners assess outcomes against

objectives, adjust strategies, and update the information environment map. This iterative process ensures that IO

remains responsive to changing conditions and adversary countermeasures.

Case Studies and Lessons Learned

Historical Example: Operation Desert Storm

During the 1991 Gulf War, coalition forces employed a sophisticated information campaign that combined PSYOP,

strategic communications, and cyber measures. By broadcasting messages that highlighted the futility of

resistance, the coalition demoralized Iraqi forces and accelerated the conflict’s conclusion. AJP 3-10 draws lessons

from this operation, emphasizing the importance of a unified message and the use of multiple platforms to reach

diverse audiences.

Modern Example: Cyber Operations in Eastern Europe

The 2021 �2022 Russian invasion of Ukraine showcased the potency of cyber and information warfare. Ukraine’s

cyber units disrupted Russian command and control systems, while NATO’s strategic communications network

amplified Ukraine’s narrative on international media. AJP 3-10 highlights the necessity of robust cyber defenses,

rapid incident response, and coordinated messaging to counter adversary propaganda.

Challenges and Future Directions

Emerging Technologies

Artificial intelligence, deepfakes, and autonomous systems are rapidly reshaping the information battlefield. The

doctrine calls for investment in AI-driven analytics to detect misinformation, as well as countermeasures against

deepfake content that could undermine public trust.

Coalition Dynamics

As alliances expand, differences in language, culture, and technological capability can impede joint IO efforts. AJP

3-10 recommends establishing joint training programs, shared intelligence platforms, and standardized terminology

to bridge these gaps.

Counter-Information Operations

Adversaries are increasingly sophisticated in their use of IO. The doctrine stresses the importance of resilience—

protecting critical information assets, fostering media literacy among troops, and developing rapid response teams

to counter hostile narratives.



Conclusion

The AJP 3-10 Allied Joint Doctrine for Information Operationsrepresents a cornerstone of modern military

strategy, offering a structured approach to leveraging information as both an asset and a weapon. By embedding IO

into the joint warfighting cycle, promoting interoperability, and upholding legal and ethical standards, the doctrine

equips allied forces to navigate the complexities of the digital age. As technology evolves and new threats emerge,

continuous adaptation and collaboration will remain essential for maintaining information superiority on the

battlefield.
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