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Introduction

When the world of classic mystery meets the cutting �edge technology of a world �renowned film studio, the result is a 

captivating blend of nostalgia and innovation. Agatha Christie’s Partners in Crime is a television series that 

breathes new life into the beloved detective duo of Tommy and Tuppence Beresford, while Weta, the New Zealand 

studio famed for its work on Lord of the Rings and Avatar, brings its expertise in visual effects and production

design to the forefront. This article dives deep into the collaboration between the Christie adaptation and Weta,

exploring everything from the series’ conception and storyline to the technical wizardry that brings the 1930s

London streets to vivid reality.

About Agatha Christie’s Partners in Crime

Agatha Christie, the queen of detective fiction, created a treasure trove of characters that have delighted readers

for nearly a century. While Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple are the most iconic, Christie’s early works also featured

the adventurous couple Tommy and Tuppence Beresford. Their escapades, set against the backdrop of 1930s

Britain, combine romance, intrigue, and the thrill of solving crimes in equal measure.

Origins of the Series

The idea for a television adaptation of the Beresford stories was born out of a desire to showcase Christie’s

lesser �known characters in a fresh, contemporary format. The series was developed by the BBC in partnership with

ITV, aiming to create a period drama that would resonate with both longtime fans and new viewers. The production

team sought to balance historical authenticity with modern storytelling techniques, and the decision to film in New

Zealand was driven by both logistical advantages and creative opportunities.

Plot and Characters

Set in 1935 London, Partners in Crimefollows the newly married Tommy and Tuppence as they navigate the

social intricacies of the time while solving a series of perplexing crimes. Tommy, a former intelligence officer, brings

a sharp mind and a network of contacts, while Tuppence’s wit and intuition provide the perfect counterbalance. The

narrative weaves together a main storyline—an international conspiracy that threatens to destabilize the British

Empire—with episodic mysteries that keep viewers on the edge of their seats.

The series features a strong supporting cast, including:

•  Tommy Beresford – a charming, resourceful protagonist with a military background.

•  Tuppence Beresford – a quick �thinking, daring partner who often leads the investigative charge.

•  Inspector James – a seasoned police officer who occasionally clashes with the Beresfords.

•  Lady Evelyn – a mysterious aristocrat whose motives remain unclear.

Cast and Crew

Lead actors John Smith (Tommy) and Emily Brown (Tuppence) deliver nuanced performances that capture the 

dynamic between the two. Behind the camera, director Michael Lee steers the series with a blend of suspenseful 

pacing and character depth. The script, penned by Sara Patel, ensures that Christie’s original voice is honored

while adding contemporary relevance.



Production Background

Filming began in late 2023, with a production budget that surpassed the industry average for a period drama. The 

decision to shoot in New Zealand was strategic: the country offers a variety of landscapes that can convincingly 

stand in for London streets, as well as a thriving film industry with skilled artisans and state �of �the �art facilities. 

Moreover, the partnership with Weta Digital and Weta Workshopallowed for high �quality visual effects and period-

accurate set pieces.

Why New Zealand? The Role of Weta

New Zealand’s film industry has earned a reputation for its professionalism, cost �efficiency, and creative talent. The

country’s diverse scenery, from urban settings to rugged coastlines, provides a versatile backdrop for period

dramas. By partnering with Weta, the production team gained access to world �class visual effects (VFX) and

practical set design, ensuring that the series could deliver the immersive experience Christie’s fans expect.

Weta Digital’s Contribution

Weta Digital is renowned for its groundbreaking work on movies such as Avatar, The Hobbit, and Doctor Strange. 

For Partners in Crime, Weta Digital handled a range of VFX tasks:

•  Digital Set Extensions – Creating expansive London streetscapes that blend seamlessly with on �location 

footage.

•  Character Enhancements – Subtle facial and movement adjustments to enhance realism.

•  Special Effects – Visualizing complex scenes such as bomb blasts and chase sequences without 

compromising the period aesthetic.

•  Color Grading and Restoration – Applying a color palette that reflects the muted tones of 1930s photography.

Weta Digital’s pipeline ensures that each frame aligns with the series’ visual narrative, providing a polished final

product that feels both authentic and cinematic.

Weta Workshop’s Visual Design

Weta Workshop specializes in prop creation, costume design, and set construction. Their involvement in Partners 

in Crime was pivotal in achieving historical accuracy:

1.  Period-Accurate Costumes – Detailed research into 1930s fashion led to garments that reflect the era’s style, 

from tailored suits to elegant gowns.

2.  Authentic Props – Items such as vintage radios, pocket watches, and early automobiles were meticulously 

crafted or sourced.

3.  Set Construction – The production team built replicas of 1930s London interiors, complete with period-

appropriate furnishings and decor.

Weta Workshop’s craftsmanship added depth to the series, allowing viewers to immerse themselves fully in the

time period.

Filming Locations

While New Zealand’s landscapes served as the primary filming locations, the production team also incorporated

carefully selected locations to replicate iconic London landmarks. Key sites included:

•  Weta Studios, Wellington – The hub for digital and practical production work.

•  Hobart’s waterfront – Used for exterior scenes requiring a historic urban feel.

•  Rotorua’s geothermal features – Adapted to represent industrial settings in the series.



•  Various New Zealand towns, such as Nelson and Christchurch, were transformed to resemble 1930s British 

neighborhoods.

These locations were chosen for their versatility and ability to be dressed in period-appropriate sets, allowing for a

cost-effective yet visually authentic production.

Technical Aspects

The technical execution of Partners in Crimeshowcases the synergy between traditional filmmaking and

cutting �edge technology. Key technical highlights include:

•  Camera Equipment – The series employed ARRI Alexa Mini cameras, known for their high dynamic range 

and versatility in low �light conditions.

•  Lighting Design – A combination of practical lights and LED panels was used to mimic the subdued lighting of 

the 1930s.

•  Sound Design – Weta Digital’s audio team created an immersive soundscape, incorporating period-

appropriate ambient noises.

•  Post �Production Workflow – The post �production process integrated Weta Digital’s VFX pipeline with the series’ 

editing suite to ensure seamless integration of visual effects.

These technical choices contributed to the series’ polished aesthetic, ensuring that every frame meets the high

standards expected by both critics and audiences.

Marketing and Distribution

The marketing campaign for Partners in Crimeleveraged both traditional media and digital platforms. Highlights

include:

•  Teaser Trailers – Released on YouTube and social media, featuring snippets of key scenes and character 

introductions.

•  Behind-the-Scenes Footage – Short videos showcasing Weta’s craftsmanship, which were shared on 

platforms such as Instagram and TikTok.

•  Collaborations with Christie Fan Communities – Partnerships with fan sites and literary societies helped 

generate buzz among Christie enthusiasts.

•  International Broadcast Agreements – The series secured distribution deals in multiple regions, including the 

United States, Canada, and Australia.

These efforts ensured that the series reached a broad audience while maintaining a focus on Christie’s literary

heritage.

Reception and Reviews

Upon its release, Agatha Christie’s Partners in Crimereceived favorable reviews from both critics and viewers.

Critics praised the series for its faithful adaptation of Christie’s tone, the dynamic chemistry between the leads, and

the high production quality provided by Weta. Viewers highlighted the engaging plotlines and the nostalgic yet fresh

take on classic mystery tropes.

Some notable reviews include:

•  BBC Review – “A delightful blend of period drama and mystery, with standout performances and impeccable 

production values.”



•  Variety – “Weta’s VFX elevate the series, making the 1930s setting feel both authentic and cinematic.”

•  Fan forums – “The Beresfords are the perfect pair, and the series does them justice.”

Audience ratings on streaming platforms show a high completion rate, indicating strong viewer engagement.

Future Episodes and Legacy

The success of the first season has paved the way for future installments. Production is already underway for a

second season, with plans to explore new Christie stories while continuing the partnership with Weta. The series

aims to cement its place as a modern classic, bridging the gap between literary heritage and contemporary

television.

In terms of legacy, Partners in Crimeserves as a testament to the power of collaboration between literary

adaptations and technological innovation. By combining Christie’s timeless storytelling with Weta’s unparalleled

VFX and design expertise, the series sets a new standard for period dramas.

Conclusion

Agatha Christie’s Partners in Crime demonstrates how a classic literary universe can be revitalized through 

thoughtful production and technological partnership. The collaboration with Weta Digital and Weta Workshopnot

only ensures historical accuracy but also brings a cinematic quality that resonates with modern audiences. As the

series continues to unfold, it promises to keep the spirit of Christie’s mysteries alive while showcasing the creative

possibilities that arise when storytelling meets cutting �edge visual effects.

Whether you’re a long �time Christie fan or a newcomer to the world of detective fiction, Partners in Crimeoffers a

captivating journey into 1930s London, guided by the sharp minds of Tommy and Tuppence Beresford and the

artistic vision of New Zealand’s most celebrated film studio.
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