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Understanding Advisa MRI by Medtronic: A Comprehensive Guide

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) has revolutionized medical diagnostics by providing detailed images of soft

tissues, organs, and the nervous system without the use of ionizing radiation. Among the many MRI systems

available today, Medtronic’s Advisa MRI platform stands out for its advanced imaging capabilities, patient comfort,

and streamlined workflow. This article explores the features, benefits, clinical applications, and patient experience

associated with the Advisa MRI, offering a thorough understanding for clinicians, technologists, and anyone

interested in cutting �edge diagnostic imaging.

What Is Advisa MRI?

Advisa MRI is a high �field, 3.0 Tesla magnetic resonance imaging system developed by Medtronic, a global leader

in medical technology. Designed to deliver superior image quality, the Advisa platform incorporates a range of

innovations that enhance diagnostic accuracy while improving patient safety and comfort. Key components include

a powerful superconducting magnet, an advanced gradient system, and a user �friendly interface that simplifies

workflow for technologists and radiologists alike.

Core Technical Specifications

•  Field Strength: 3.0 Tesla – offering higher signal �to �noise ratio (SNR) for clearer, more detailed images.

•  Gradient System: 80 mT/m with 200 T/m/s slew rate – enabling rapid imaging sequences and high �resolution 

scans.

•  RF Coils: Modular, multi �channel coils for head, body, spine, and extremity imaging.

•  Software: Medtronic’s Intellisense™ platform for automated protocol selection and real �time image quality 

assessment.

•  Patient Comfort Features: Adjustable table, noise �reducing headphones, and a patient �centered design that 

reduces claustrophobia.

Why Choose Advisa MRI Over Other Systems?

When evaluating MRI platforms, clinicians consider a variety of factors: image quality, safety, workflow efficiency,

and cost. Advisa MRI excels in several areas, making it a compelling choice for many imaging centers.

Superior Image Quality

The 3.0 Tesla field strength provides a higher SNR, which translates into sharper images and the ability to detect

subtle abnormalities. Advanced gradient performance allows for faster acquisition times without compromising

resolution, enabling high �quality imaging in less than half the time of some older systems.

Patient �Centric Design

Medtronic has placed a strong emphasis on patient experience. The Advisa MRI’s open �bore design, coupled with

adjustable table height and an intuitive door mechanism, reduces the sense of confinement. Noise �attenuating

headphones and a built �in communication system help patients stay calm during the scan.

Integrated Workflow Solutions



Intellisense™ software streamlines the imaging process by automatically selecting the most appropriate imaging

protocols based on the patient’s anatomy and the requested study. This reduces technologist workload, decreases

scan times, and minimizes the risk of protocol errors.

Safety and Compliance

Advisa MRI meets or exceeds all relevant safety standards, including IEC 60601 �2 �33 and ASTM F2052. The system

incorporates rigorous safety features such as real �time monitoring of gradient performance, active shielding to

reduce fringe fields, and comprehensive patient screening tools to mitigate the risk of metal �induced hazards.

Clinical Applications of Advisa MRI

Medtronic’s Advisa MRI is versatile, supporting a wide range of diagnostic tasks. Below are some of the most

common and impactful applications.

Neuroimaging

High �resolution brain scans are essential for diagnosing stroke, brain tumors, multiple sclerosis, and other

neurological disorders. The Advisa MRI’s high field strength provides excellent contrast between gray and white

matter, enabling detailed assessment of brain structure and pathology.

Spine Imaging

Back pain and spinal disorders require precise imaging of the vertebrae, discs, and spinal cord. The system’s

multi �channel spine coil and advanced sequences such as T2 �weighted imaging and diffusion tensor imaging (DTI)

help detect herniated discs, spinal cord compression, and degenerative changes.

Cardiac MRI

Cardiac imaging benefits from the rapid acquisition capabilities of the Advisa MRI. Techniques such as cine

imaging, late gadolinium enhancement (LGE), and perfusion studies provide detailed information about heart

function, myocardial viability, and ischemia.

Musculoskeletal Imaging

Joint and soft �tissue injuries are frequently evaluated using high �resolution MR images. The system’s dedicated

extremity coils and specialized sequences such as proton density and short tau inversion recovery (STIR) enhance

visualization of cartilage, ligaments, and tendons.

Oncology

Detecting and monitoring tumors requires high contrast and sensitivity. The Advisa MRI supports advanced

imaging techniques like diffusion �weighted imaging (DWI) and dynamic contrast �enhanced (DCE) MRI, aiding in

tumor characterization and treatment planning.

Patient Experience: What to Expect During an Advisa MRI Scan

Undergoing an MRI can be intimidating, especially for patients with claustrophobia or anxiety. Medtronic has

designed the Advisa MRI to mitigate these concerns through several thoughtful features.

Pre �Scan Preparation

•  Screening: A thorough screening process checks for implanted devices, metal fragments, or other 

contraindications.

•  Comfort Measures: Patients are offered earplugs or headphones and can request a calming playlist or 



white �noise environment.

•  Positioning: The adjustable table and padded restraints ensure a comfortable, secure position.

During the Scan

The Advisa MRI’s open �bore design reduces the sensation of confinement. The patient’s view of the room is

partially preserved, and the door can be opened during the scan if needed. Real �time audio communication allows

technologists to guide patients through the process.

Post �Scan Follow �Up

Once the scan is complete, patients can return to the waiting area immediately. Technologists typically provide a

brief overview of the images and next steps. Radiologists may discuss findings in a follow �up appointment or

through secure electronic communication.

Comparing Advisa MRI to Other 3.0 Tesla Systems

While the market offers several 3.0 Tesla MRI platforms, Advisa MRI distinguishes itself in specific areas. Below is

a comparative overview.

1.  Image Quality: Advisa’s high �resolution coils and advanced gradient system often outperform competitors in 

SNR and spatial resolution.

2.  Speed: The Intellisense™ protocol selection reduces scan times by up to 20%, especially for routine studies.

3.  Patient Comfort: The open �bore design and noise �reduction features are among the best in the industry.

4.  Software Integration: Seamless integration with PACS and electronic health record (EHR) systems simplifies 

workflow.

5.  Cost of Ownership: While the initial investment is comparable, lower operational costs due to reduced scan 

times and maintenance contribute to long �term savings.

Implementing Advisa MRI in Your Imaging Center

Deploying a new MRI system involves careful planning, staff training, and workflow optimization. Medtronic offers a

comprehensive implementation program to ensure a smooth transition.

Site Assessment

The implementation team evaluates the physical space, power supply, cooling requirements, and safety protocols

to ensure compatibility with the Advisa MRI’s specifications.

Staff Training

Training modules cover machine operation, safety procedures, image acquisition protocols, and troubleshooting.

Hands �on sessions help technologists become proficient with the Intellisense™ software and coil selection.

Protocol Development

Collaborating with radiologists, the implementation team develops standardized protocols for common studies,

ensuring consistency and high diagnostic quality.

Quality Assurance

Routine QA checks verify system performance, image quality, and safety compliance. Medtronic’s remote

monitoring tools provide real �time feedback and predictive maintenance alerts.

Future Innovations: Advisa MRI and Artificial Intelligence



AI is rapidly transforming medical imaging. Medtronic is integrating AI-driven tools into the Advisa MRI platform to

enhance diagnostic accuracy and workflow efficiency.

•  Automated Image Analysis: AI algorithms can flag potential abnormalities, reducing radiologist workload.

•  Contrast Optimization: AI helps determine optimal contrast dosing and timing for dynamic studies.

•  Patient Positioning: Machine learning models predict the best patient positioning to minimize motion artifacts.

•  Predictive Maintenance: AI monitors gradient performance and predicts component wear, reducing downtime.

Key Takeaways

•  Advisa MRI by Medtronic is a 3.0 Tesla system that offers superior image quality, patient comfort, and 

workflow efficiency.

•  Its advanced gradient system, modular coils, and Intellisense™ software streamline imaging and reduce scan 

times.

•  The platform supports a wide range of clinical applications, from neuroimaging to oncology and 

musculoskeletal diagnostics.

•  Patient experience is enhanced through an open �bore design, noise reduction, and real �time communication.

•  Implementation requires thorough site assessment, staff training, and quality assurance to maximize ROI.

•  AI integration promises to further elevate diagnostic accuracy and operational efficiency.

Conclusion

In a rapidly evolving field of medical imaging, Medtronic’s Advisa MRI stands out as a robust, patient �centric

platform that delivers high �quality diagnostic images while optimizing clinical workflow. Whether you are a radiologist

seeking clearer images, a technologist looking for streamlined protocols, or a healthcare administrator aiming to

improve patient satisfaction and operational efficiency, the Advisa MRI offers a compelling solution. By embracing

this technology, imaging centers can provide better care, reduce patient anxiety, and stay at the forefront of

diagnostic innovation.
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